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Advertifement. 

THE  following  fliort  but 
curious  account  of  the 
Ruffian  Empire,  as  it  began  to 
emerge  from  barbarifm  in  the 
year  1710,  cannot  but  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  public  from 
the  curiofity  of  the  fubjed, 
and  from  the  merit  of  the  per- 
formance. Lord  Molefworth's 
account  of  the  Revolution  in 
Denmark,  which  totally  over- 
turned the  conftitution  of  that 
A  2  country 


country,  is  one  of  our  ftandard 
books.  Lord  Whitworth's  little 
treatife  will  throw  confiderable 
lights  upon  the  formation  of 
the  Mufcovite  power,  and  upon 
the  plans  of  that  extraordinary- 
genius,  Peter  the  Great.  Each 
author  fhows  what  lafting  bene- 
fits Embaffadors  and  foreign 
Minifters  might  confer  on  man- 
kind, beyond  the  temporary 
utility  of  negotiating  and  fend- 
ing intelligence. 

Our    author,     Charles  Lord 
Whitworth,  was  fen  of  Richard 

Whitworth 


Whitvvortli  Efq;  of  Blower- 
pipe  in  Staffordfliire,  who  a- 
bout  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion had  fettled  at  Adbafton. 
He  married  Anne  Mofeley,  niece 
of  Sir  Ofwald  Mofeley  of  Chef- 
hire,  by  whom  he  had  fix 
fons  and  a  daughter.  Charles ; 
Richard,  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Queen's  own  royal  regi- 
ment of  horfe  ;  Edward,  cap- 
tain of  a  man  of  war ;  Gerard, 
one  of  the  chaplains  to  King 
George  the  Firfl: ;  John,  cap- 
tain of  dragoons ;  Francis,  fur- 
veyor-general   of    his    Majefty's 

woods. 
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^  fuperable  difficulties  with  re- 
^  fpe<£t  to  the  ancient  and  fun- 
'  damental  laws  of  tlie  govern- 
^  ment  of  our  people,  which 
^  we  fear  do  not  permit  fo  fevere- 
'  and  rigorous  a  fentence  to  be 
^  given,  as  your  Imperial  Ma- 
^  jefty  at  firfb  feemed  to  exped: 
'  in  this  cafe :  And  v/e  perfuade 
^  our  Self,  that  your  Imperial 
^  Majefty,  who  are  a  Prince 
^  famous  for  clemency  and  for 
^  exa6t  juftice,  will  not  require 
^  us,  who  are  the  guardian  a7td 
^  proteSirefs  of  the  lawSy  to  in- 
^  Aid  a  punifhment  upon  our 

^^  fubjedls, 
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"  fubjefts,  which  the  law  does 
'^  not  empower  us  to  do." 
Words  fo  venerable  and  heroic, 
that  this  broil  ought  to  be- 
come Hiftory,  and  be  exempted 
from  the  oblivion  due  to  the 
iilly  fquabbles  of  embafladors 
and  their  privileges.  If  Anne 
deferved  praife  for  her  condud: 
on  this  occasion,  it  refle<3:s  ftill 
greater  glory  on  Peter,  that  this 
ferocious  man  had  patience  to 
liften  to  thefe  details,  and  had 
moderation  and  juftice  enough 
to  be  perfuaded  by  the  reafon 
of  them. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Whitworth  had  the  hon- 
our of  termhiating  this  quarrel. 
In  1 714,  He  was  appointed 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Diet  of 
Aulbourg  and  Ratifbon;  in 
1 71 65  Envoy  extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  King  of 
Pruffia.  In  1717,  Envoy  ex- 
traordinary to  the  Hague.  In 
1 7 1 9  J  He  returned  in  his  former 
character  to  Berlin ;  and  in  1 7  2 1 , 
the  late  King  rewarded  his  long 
fervices  and  fatigues,  by  creating 
him  Baron  Whitworth  of  Gal- 
way  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
the  preamble  of  his  patent  enu- 
merating 
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merating  many  of  his  virtues  and 
labours,   being  as  follows : 

r^U  M  alii  homines  re  alia  clari 
inclytiqiie  Jeje  Nobis  co?nme?t- 
daverinty  baud  minorem  tamen 
vel  fibimet  gloriam  acquirere^  vel 
Reg?ns  nojlris  utilitatem  conferre 
eos  exijlimamusy  qui  res  7ioJlras 
apud  p?^incipes  Jlatufque  ex  teres 
prudenter  feliciterque  adminif- 
trant.  Inter  hofce  qtiidem  emi- 
net  pluri^num  twn  longinqtio  ufu 
atque  exercitatione^  tmn  folertid 
quadam  ftngulari  jidelis  &^  dike- 
tm  nobis  Carolus  TVhitworth  Ar- 


mt 


tger 
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miger.  Variis  t7i  aulis  exter?ns 
perfunEiis  7nuneribus  fefe  afitecef- 
foribus  nojlris  gloriofce  me7nO'' 
rice^  Gulielmo  Tertio  Regi^  Re- 
ginceqtie  A?incB  perfpeBum  impri- 
mis comprobatiimque  reddidit,  ht 
Comitiis  RatiJbo7ienfibus^  in  Aula 
Ccefareo-Germanicdy  atque  apud 
CzarumMufcovice  te^nporibus  dif^- 
jicilliinis  res  maximi  mG77ie7iti fe7n'- 
per  cu77t  laude  traSiavit^  ac  77te^ 
ritis  fuis  exi7niis  fu77imos  honor es 
rerum  exteraru7n  curatoribus  tri- 
bui  folitos^  legati  fcilicet  extraor- 
dinar  a  et  ple7iipote7itia7ii  charaBe- 
rem  conjecutus  ej}.     Ita  07yiatU7ny 

ita 
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it  a  commendatum  nos  Rum  accept-* 
7nus^  ac  proinde  ejus  opera  in  ar^ 
duis  compluribus  negoctis  tantQ  cum 
7ioflro  commodo  tantoque  omnium 
plaufu  uji  fumus^  ut  tejlimonio  a- 
liquo  illujlri  ejus  virtutes^  interne^ 
T^atam  prcecipue  jidem  et  conjlan- 
iiam^  remunera7idas  ejfe  cenfueri- 
mus  y  et  cum  Majejlatem  ifnperii 
nojlri  deceaty  turn  rebus  traSiandis 
pondus  aliquod  adjiciat  nobilitatis 
fplendor  atque  a^nplitudo^  nos  pr(:e'* 
diEium  Carolum  Whitworth^  quern 
legati  nojlri  extraordinarii  ac  pie- 
nipotentiarii  titulis  injignivimus  ad 
traEiatus  pads  in  congrejfu  Brunf- 
c  vicenji 
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vicenji  proximo  celebrandos^  qui 
in  Aula  Berolinenfi^  at  que  apucl 
Ordi?tes  Ge?terales  U?iiti  Belgii^ 
ple?td  pote7itid  res  7ioJiras  procu- 
?:aty  ad  dig?iitatem  gradumque 
Baronis  i?i  Regno  nojiro  Hibernian 
promovendum  effe  Jlatuimus  :  Sci- 
atis  igitur^   &c. 

The  next  year  his  Lordfhip 
was  entrufted  with  the  aiFairs 
of  Great  Britain  at  the  Congrefs 
of  Cambray,  in  the  charader 
of  Embaflador  extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary.  He  returned 
home  in  1724,     and  died  the 

next 


iiext  year  at  his  houfe  in  Gerard- 
ftreet,  London.  His  body  was 
interred  in  Weftminfter  Abbey.  ^ 

Thefe  iliort  memorials,  com- 
municated to  me  by  his  family 
without  any  oflentation,    are  all 
I  have  been   able   to  recover  a£ 
a  man  fo  ufeful  to  his  country  ; 
who  befides  the  following  little 
piece,    which  muft  retrieve  and 
preferve  his  character  from  obiir- 
//ion,  has  left   many  volumes  of 
Jlate-letters   and    papers   in   the 
.poileiTion  of  his  relations.     On:e 
little  anecdote  of  him  I  was  told 
by  the  late  Sir  Luke  Schaub,  who 
c   2  had 
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had  it  from  himfelf :  Lord  Whit- 
worth  had  had  aperfonal  intima- 
cy with  the  famous  Czarina  Ca- 
therine, at  a  time  when  her  fa- 
vours were  not  purchafed  nor 
rewarded  at  fo  extravagant  a  rate 
as  that  of  a  diadem.  When  He 
had  compromized  the  rupture 
between  the  court  of  England 
and  the  Czar,  He  was  invited 
to  a  ball  at  court,  and  taken  out 
to  dance  by  the  Czarina.  As 
they  began  the  minuet,  She 
fqueczed  him  by  the  hand,  and 
faid  in  a  whifper,  Have  you 
forgot  little. Kate? 

It 
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It  is  to  be  lamented  that  To  a- 
greable  a  writer  as  Lord  Whit=- 
worth,  has  not  left  us  more  ample 
acGovmts  of  this  memorable  Wo- 
man. Even  his  portrait  of  her 
Lord  is  not  detailed  enough  to 
fatisfy  our  curiofity.  How  ftrik- 
ing  a  pi6ture  might  an  author 
of  genius  form  from  the  contraft 
exhibited  to  Europe  by  four  ex- 
traordinary men  at  the  fame  pe- 
riod !  Peter  recalled  that  Image 
of  the  Founders  of  Empires,  of 
whom  we  read  with  much  fatis- 
fadion  and  much  incredulity 
in  ancient  ftory.  Charles  the 
Twelfth,  of  thofe  frantic  Heroes 

of 
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of  Poefy,  of  whom  we  read 
with  perhaps  more  fatisfadion 
and  no  creduHty  at  all.  Romu- 
lus and  Achilles  filled  half  our 
gazettes^  while  Lewis  the  Four- 
teenth was  treading  to  Univerfal 
Monarchy  with  all  the  pomp 
and  policy  of  thefe  latter  ages. 
William  the  Third  was  oppciing 
tliis  modern  Xerxes  with  the 
fame  arts  ;  and  (with  perhaps 
a  little  of  Charles's  jcaloufy) 
had  the  g-ood  fortune  to  have 
liis  quarrel  confounded  w  ith  that 
of  Europe.  While  Peter  tamped 
his  favages,  raifed  cities,  invited 
arts  J  converted  forefts  into  fieets, 

Charles 
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Charles  was  trying  to  recall  the 
improvements  of  war  to  its  firft 
principle,  brutal  ftrength  ;  fan- 
cying that  the  weight  of  the 
Tiirkilh  Empire  was  to  be  over- 
turned by  a  fingle  arm,  and  that 
heroic  obftinacy  might  be  a 
counterpoize  to  gun-powder. 

A  Philofopher  in  thefe  four 
men  faw  at  once  the  great  out- 
lines of  what  the  World  had 
been,   and  of  what  it  is. 

Lord  Whitworth's  MS.  was 
communicated  to  me  by  Richard 
Owen  Cambridge  Efq;  having 
been  purchafed  by  him  in  a  very 

curious 
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curious  fet  of  books,  collected  by 
Monlieur  Zolman,  Secretary  to 
the  late  Stephen  Poyntz  Efq;* 
This  Httle  Hbrary  relates  folely  to 
Ruffian  hiftory  and  affairs,  and 
contains  in  many  languages  every 
thing  that  perhaps  has  been  writ- 
ten on  that  country.  Mr.  Cam- 
bridge's known  benevolence,  and 
his  difpofition  to  encourage  every 
ufeful  undertaking,  has  made  him 
willing  to  throw  open  this  maga- 
zine of  curiojfity  to  whoever  is 
inclined  to  compile  a  Hiftory  or 
elucidate  the  Tranfadtions  of  an 
Empire,  almoft  unknown  even 

to  it's  cotemporaries. 
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RUSSIA 

In  the  Year   1710. 

TH  E  Country  of  Ruffia, 
has  formerly  been  Rujjian 
fo  little  frequented  by  Fo-  ^"'^'''' 
reigners,  and  their  fhare  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe  lb  inconfider- 
able,  that  to  form  any  juft  no- 
tion thereof  it  may  be  of  ufe  in 
the  prefent  juncture,  to  give 
fbme  general  account  of  the 
B  Czar's 
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Czar's  dominions,  revenues,  and 
forces,  which  may  ferve  as  a 
ground-work,  to  judge  more 
properly  of  whatever  may  hap- 
pen in  the  courfe  of  this  war. 

The  Empire  of  Mufcovy  is  at 
Extent,  prefent  of  a  vaft  extent, 
bounded  on  the  North  by  the 
Ice-fea,  and  the  unknown  trafts 
near  the  Pole,  on  the  Eaft  and 
South-Eaft  by  China,  Great- 
Tartary,  the  Ufbecque-Tartars, 
and  Perfia ;  on  the  South  by 
part  of  Turkey,  Poland,  and 
Lithuania,  and  on  the  Weft 
by  the  Baltick-fea,   Sweden  and 

Lapland : 
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Lapland:  A  Territory  almoft 
Nature,  equal  in  compafs  of  ground 
to  the  reft  of  Europe,  but  very 
fhort  of  feveral  kingdoms,  in  the 
riches  of  the  country,  and  num- 
ber of  the  people  :  Moft  like 
the  American  plantations  on  the 
Continent,  the  banks  of  the 
feveral  rivers  being  tolerably  in- 
habited, and  land  enough  tilled 
for  the  neceffity  of  life  and  the 
conveniency  of  their  trade,  as  is 
very  obvious  from  the  frontiers 
of  Lithuania  to  Mofco  ;  for  the 
ground  is  only  cleared  in  pro- 
portion to  the  largenefs  of  the 
B   2  towns 
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towns  or  villages  on  the  road, 
and  the  reft  wood  on  all  fides. 
In  the  fouthern  parts  are  very 
large  unfrequented  plains  of  fe- 
veral  hundred  miles,  extremely- 
fruitful  in  grafs,  and  all  forts 
of  fweet  herbs  and  flowers,  but 
wanting  in  wood  and  good 
water,  and  expofed  to  the  fud- 
den  inroads  of  the  Tartars,  a- 
gainft  which  no  peace  or  treaty 
is  any  fecurity. 

The  foil  is  different  in  nature 
Climate,  and  goodnefs  according 
to  the    climate :      That   about 

Mofco 
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Mofco  is  fandy  and  not  very 
fruitful,  but  fufficiently  fuppiied 
by  the  convenience  of  the  rivers 
in  fummer,  and  cheapnefs  of 
fled  carriage  in  the  winter,  which 
generally  lafts  there  about  fix 
months. 

The  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
thofe  called  Mufcovites,  inhabitants, 
the  reft  fwell  the  bulk,  but  add 
little  to  the  ftrength  of  the  coun- 
try ;  the  Laplanders  and  Samo- 
iedes  being  too  heavy  and  dif- 
pirited;  the  feveral  nations  of 
Tartars  too  wild,    and  the  Cof- 

facks 
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facks  too  full  of  freedom  and 
priviledge  to  be  of  any  great 
advantage. 

The  Laplanders  and  Samo- 
Lapianders  iedes  are  difperfed  all 
Samoiedes.  along  the  largc  woods 
on  the  White  and  Ice  feas ;  their 
ftature  is  low,  their  figure  very 
difagreeable,  their  apprehenfion 
and  underftanding  fcarce  above 
that  of  brutes,  and  their  reli- 
gion, if  any  at  all,  little  un- 
dcrftood  by  thofe  who  frequent 
them.  Their  food  is  generally 
raw  filh,    or  whatever  they  kill 

or 
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or  find  dead,  without  diftinc- 
tion  ;  they  are  of  ufe  to  the 
Mufcovites  in  their  feal-fifhery 
about  Nova  Zembla ;  and  pay 
the  Czar  a  fmall  tribute  of  furs. 

The  kingdoms  of  Siberia  and 
Daury  were  firft  entered  Tartan  of 

Siberia  and 

by  fome  Ruffian  male-  Daury.  . 
fadlors  who  fled  from  juftice  in 
the  time  of  John  Bafilowitz, 
but  on  this  difcovery  received 
their  pardons,  and  being  fe- 
conded  by  fome  foldiers  made 
feveral  fettlements  on  the  neareft 
rivers;  which    by  degrees  have 

been 
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been  extended  to  the  frontiers 
of  China,  the  laft  fortrefs  of  the 
Czar's  dominions  called  Nerc- 
zinfk,  being  built  on  the  river 
Amur  which  falls  into  the  South- 
feaj  the  original  inhabitants  of 
thcfe  wide  countries  were  feve- 
ral  forts  of  Tartars,  who  living 
in  little  hordes  or  companies  un- 
der diftind:  governments,  like 
the  Indian  nations  in  America, 
were  eafily  fubdued ;  near  the 
Ruffian  plantations  they  have 
learned  to  dwell  in  houfes,  to 
till  the  ground,  and  pay  the 
Czar  an  annual  tribute  of  furs, 

as 
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as  fables,  foxes  and  ermines  : 
The  other  Tartars,  who  continue 
to  range  about  with  their  tents, 
do  not  acknowledge  the  Czar's 
fovereignty,  and  are  often  trou- 
blefome  in  little  parties,  though 
not  capable  of  making  any  great 
impreffion. 

Cafan  and  Aftracan  were  Tar- 
tarian kingdoms,  who  Of  Cafan 
once  made  the  Mufco-  Jjhacan, 
vites  tributary,  and  feveral  times 
brought  that  government  to  the 
brink  of  ruin ;  but  were  en- 
tirely fubdued  by  John  Bafilo- 
C  witz. 
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witz,  the  firft  in  1552,  and  the 
other  in  1554:  After  which 
he  built  feveral  towns  on  the 
Wolga,  ftrengthened  tliem  with 
good  garrifons,  and  fent  colo- 
nies of  his  own  people  to  Cafan 
and  Aftracan,  who  to  this  day 
do  not  fuffer  any  Tartarians  to 
fettle  within  the  walls. 

The  Czeremefles  and  Mor- 
Czeremeffes  duars  poflcfs  a  large 
Morduars,  traft  of  land  between 
Nifen-Novogrod  and  Cafan, 
on  both  fides  of  the  river  Wol-< 
ga  ;    they  live  in  houfes,  follow 

hiifbandry. 
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hufbandry,  and  pay  the  Czar 
taxes  and  fervice  as  his  other 
fubjefts,  but  never  furnifh  re- 
cruits to  the  war. 

The  Bafkirs  are  a  powerful 
nation,  extended  from  Bajk'm. 
Cafan  to  the  frontiers  of  Siberia, 
they  have  fome  villages,  but 
maintain  their  old  freedom,  and 
rebelled  in  1707,  when  the 
Czar's  officers  would  have  load- 
ed them  with  new  impofitions, 
and  forced  feveral  of  them  to  be 
baptized  :  They  were  appeafed 
by  the  fhow  of  force,  and  redrefs 
of  their  grievances. 

C   2  The 
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The  reft  of  the  country  to 
Aftracan  and  the  frontiers  of 
the  Ufbecques,.  is  haunted  by 
Caimucks.  the  Calmucks,  and  other 
hordes,  who  remove  with  their 
tents  according  to  tlie  feafon 
and  convenience  of  fubliftance  : 
The  Czar  makes  them  prefents 
every  year  of  cloth,  money, 
and  fome  arms ;  and  in  return 
they  are  obHged  to  fcrve  him 
in  his  wars  without  pay,  which 
they  fufficiently  make  up  to 
themfelves,  by  plundering  friends 
and  foes  wherever  they  march  ; 

the 
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the  greateft  number  which  has 
of  late  appeared  in  arms  for  the 
Czar,  was  about  twelve  thou- 
fand,  who  coming  eight  days 
after  the  battle  of  Poltawa,  were 
difmiffed  back  again,  only  a- 
bout  two  thoufand  were  fent  in- 
to Livonia.  The  Religion  of 
the  Tartars  is  either  Mahome- 
tan or  Heathen,  in  which  they 
liave  been  left  undifturbed  by 
the  Czar  and  his  anceftors. 

The  Coflacks  are  diftinguifli- 
ed  into  three  forts,  known  Cojjacks, 
by  the  places  where    they  firft 

fettled 
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fettled  themfelves ;  but  are  all 
of  the  fame  nation,  language, 
religion  and  form  of  govern- 
ment. They  were  originally 
Polilli  Peafants,  formed  into  a 
militia  under  their  own  officers 
and  difcipline,  and  placed  in 
the  fruitful  plains  of  the  Uk- 
raine, to  fecure  the  frontiers  of 
the  common-wealth  againft  the 
Tartars ;  after  fome  years  they 
increafed  prodigiouily  in  num- 
ber and  riches,  and  could  no 
longer  bear  the  indignities  of 
the  Polifh  Nobility,  who  affec- 
ted to  treat  them  as  their  flaves 

on 
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on  all  occafions ;  this  ufage  was 
the  rife  of  feveral  bloody  wars, 
with  different  fuccefs. 

In  one  of  the  firft,  the  Cof- 
facks  being  worfted,  fe-  Coffacks  of 
veral  of  them  rather  than  '^''^'''^ 
fiibmit  to  the  yoke,  removed  from 
the  Ukraine  to  the  unfrequented 
banks  of  the  Don,  or  Tanais, 
where  they  begun  a  new  plan- 
tation. In  the  year  1637,  ano- 
ther detachment  on  the  fame 
occafion  refolved  to  feek  their 
fortune  as  far  as  the  Cafpian  fea, 
but  in  their  paffage  were  per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded  by  their  old  countrymen 
on  the  Don,  to  flop  fhort  and 
join  in  an  attempt  againfl:  Afopli, 
which  they  took  the  fame  year 
and  kept  till  1642,  when  the 
Turks  approaching  with  a  great 
army,  and  the  Mufcovites  re- 
fufing  them  timely  fuccours,  they 
burnt  the  place,  and  fixed  the 
feat  of  their  little  common- 
wealth at  Circafky,  a  town  on 
an  iiland  in  the  Don  :  Some  time 
after  they  put  themfelves  under 
the  proteftion  of  the  Mufco- 
vites ;  and  had  lately  thirty  nine 
towns  on  that  river,  from  Rybna 
to  Afoph,   moft  of  them  on  the 

North- 
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North-Eaft  fide:  The  country 
is  generally  without  trees,  but 
fruitful  to  a  wonder  in  grafs, 
flowers,  fweet  herbs,  wild  afpa- 
ragus,  ^c.  They  fow  very  little 
corn,  that  being  only  the  em- 
ployment of  their  flaves ;  nor 
do  they  eat  much  bread,  roots, 
or  herbs  ;  their  chief  diet  be- 
ing fifh,  flefh,  and  fruits  ;  their 
riches  conflfl:  in  cattle,  horfes, 
dromedaries  aiid  camels;  in 
their  houfes  and  cloaths  they  are 
generally  neater  than  the  Muf- 
covites;  their  religion  is  after 
the  Greek,  or  Eaftern  Church ; 
D  they 
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they  have  very  few  tradefmen,  or 
artificers ;  arms  are  their  em- 
ployment and  deUght,  which 
in  times  of  peace  they  exercife 
by  parties  againft  their  conftant 
enemies,  the  Cahnuck,  Cuban, 
and  Crim  Tartars ;  and  in  time 
of  open  war  againft  the  Turks 
on  the  Palus  Maeotis*  Their 
government  is  a  fort  of  miUtary 
Democracy ;  their  chief  Het- 
maity  or  Colonel  over  all,  keeps 
liis  refidence  at  Circafky  :  He  is 
elected  in  a  general  meeting  of 
the  captains  and  civil  officers  of 
the  nation,    but  is  confirmed  by 

the 


of  RU S S lA.       19 

the  Czar,    and  then  his  employ- 
ment lafts    for  life,    which   he 
often  loofes  on  an  unfortunate 
expedition,     or   other    tumult : 
Every  town  is  like  a  little  com- 
mon-wealth,   and  has  it's  own 
Hetman^     or  Captain,     chofen 
yearly,  who  has  the  care  of  all 
buiinefs  civil  and  military,  and 
in  the   field  a6ts  as   captain  of 
his  own  community  :   They  are 
left  in  pofTeflion  of   their  old 
laws  and  cuftoms,  pay  the  Czar 
no  tribute,  furnifh  no  recruits, 
and  are  only  bound  to  appear  in 
arms  at  their  own  charge  when 
D  2         fummoned: 
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lummoned :  But  on  the  con- 
trary their  captains  ufed  to  re- 
ceive yearly  prefents  from  his 
treafury  of  cloth,  money  and 
corn ;  they  have  very  great  pri- 
viledges,  one  of  the  moft  con- 
siderable was  the  freedom  of 
any  peafant  or  flave,  who  be- 
ing once  in  their  covin  try  could 
not  be  re-claimed  by  his  mafter, 
or  the  Mufcovite  governm.ent ; 
and  on  this  account  vaft  num- 
bers of  deferters  fheltered  them- 
felves  liere  in  the  prefent  war, 
of  which  the  Czar  being  in- 
formed,  Prince   Dolgoruki  was 

fent 
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fent  four  years  ago  with  twelve 
hundred  men  to  fearch  them 
out,  he  found  fome  hundreds, 
but  not  being  on  his  guard  was 
in  his  return  attacked  by  the 
Coffacks  and  cut  to  pieces  with 
all  his  people ;  this  occafioned 
a  general  revolt,  and  employed 
the  Czar  about  ten  thoufand  men 
near  two  years,  in  which  trou- 
bles many  of  their  towns  were 
burnt,  and  no  quarter  given  to 
man,  woman,  or  child,  befides 
feveral  hundreds  who  were  pub- 
lickly  executed  at  Veronitz : 
This  has    \'ery  much  difpeopled 

the 
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the  country,  and  made  the  name 
of  Mufcovy  odious  to  the  reft. 
In  their  moft  flourifhing  condi- 
tion, they  might  be  reckoned  at 
fifteen  thoufand  men  fit  to  bear 
arms. 

The  Coflacks  of  the  Uk- 
Cojfacksof  raine,  are  much  more 
the  Ukraine,  ^umerous  and  confider- 

able,  their  dominions  extend-^ 
ing  feveral  hundred  miles  be- 
tween the  rivers  Borifthenes, 
or  Neiper,  and  the  Don;  in 
1654,  they  with  their  Hetman, 
on  ill  ufage  revolted  from  Po- 

landj 
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land,  and  put  themfelves  under 
the  Czar's  protedion,  giving 
him  up  Chioff,  Czernichoff, 
and  feveral  other  ftrong  towns, 
as  pledges  of  their  fidelity.  This 
country  is  extremely  well  peo- 
pled, and  tilled ;  their  towns 
are  many,  all  fortified  with  a 
dry  ditch,  earthen  wall,  and 
palifadoes ;  the  villages  are  large 
and  neatly  built  with  wood, 
they  drive  a  great  trade  in  hemp, 
pot-afh,  wax,  corn  and  cattle  ; 
they  live  in  much  eafe  and  plen- 
ty,  enjoying  the  fame  privi-- 
ledges   as    thofe    on    the  Don, 

which 
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which  with  their  riches,  drew 
upon  them  the  envy  of  the 
Mufcovitc  nobility  and  govern- 
ment, who  by  deo-rees  made 
feverai  incroachments  on  their 
Hberties ;  and  from  hence  fprung 
an  univerfal  difcontent,  and  the 
revolt  of  Mazeppa  to  the  King 
of  Sweden ;  which  being  ill 
managed,  the  relidence  town 
of  Bathurin  was  immediately 
taken  and  burnt,  and  above  fix 
thoufand  perfons  put  to  the 
fword  without  diftindlion  of  ai^e 
or  fex. 

The 
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The  Zaparovian  Coffacks  arc 
juft  of  the  fame  tern-  Coffacks  of 
per  and  manner  of  lire  roh.orFaiis. 
with  thofe  on  the  Don  ;  they 
are  fo  called  from  the  Falls  in 
the  river  Borifthenes,  about 
which  they  featcd  themfelves 
chiefly  for  their  greater  fecu- 
rity  and  convenience  of  their 
incurfions  againft  the  Turks 
and  Tartars:  When  the  Cof- 
facks of  the  Ukraine,  difcour- 
aged  by  the  fevere  execution  at 
Bathurin,  fat  ftill,  thefe  openly 
declared  for  Mazeppa,  and  con- 
E  tinned 
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tinued  firm  to  him  to  the  laft ; 
two  or  three  thoufand  followed 
his  fortune  to  Bender,  and  are 
ftill  with  the  King  of  Sweden ; 
moft  of  the  reft  were  cut  to 
pieces,  fo  that  the  remains  of 
that  name  are  at  prefent  very 
inconfiderable. 

From  thefe  accounts  it  is 
plain  the  Czar's  ftrength  muft 
MujcQvhcs.  be  chiefly  computed 
from  his  national  Mufcovites, 
from  whence  alone  his  regular 
forces  are  formed  and  main- 
tained, if  you  except  fome  few 

contributions 
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contributions  from  the  Mor- 
duars  and  Czeremefs  Tartars, 
who  by  degrees  have  been  civi- 
Hzed  and  fubjecaed-  rheir  Num^ 
The  higheft  and  moft  ^'''' 
probable  computation  of  their 
numbers  is,    by 


Iloufes  that  contribute  to  the  .     „„  . 


war  in  money. 


I    8840( 


Houfes  that  contribute  towards  ? 

carriages  and  provifions,  \    ^  ^ 


Houfes  1,308,000. 

Souls. 
Which  at  a  medium  of  five  7   ^ 
perfons  to  a  houfe,  make    \     '^"^  ' 

E   2  I  have 
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I  have  feen  another  by  which 
the  Empire  was  divided  into 
eighty  four  parts,  for  railing  the 
Czar's  fleet  in  1697  : 

Houfes. 
Each  part  reckoned  at     -     -     -     1 0,000 

In  all,  840,000 

Souls. 
At  five  perfons  per  houfe,  4,200,000 

Thefe  calculations  compre- 
hend all  the  Mufcovites  and 
their  feveral  colonies  from  ChioiF 
to  China,  and  the  Ice-fea. 

As   the  ground  lies  in  moft 
parts  untilled,  and  the  improve- 
ment 
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ment  of  every  gentleman's  re- 
venue is  the  number  of  his  pea- 
Hxnts,  or  fubjecfts;  it  has  been 
the  old  maxim  of  the  Mufco- 
vite  officers  in  all  their  fuccefs- 
ful  wars  to  carry  off  as  many 
of  the  people  as  they  could, 
and  plant  them  on  their  own 
eftates :  Several  towns  on  the 
Wolga,  are  the  fruits  of  their 
former  expeditions  in  Poland, 
and  Lithuania ;  and  they  have 
at  prefent  drained  above  one 
third  of  the  inhabitants  from 
Ingria  and  Livonia,  and  fettled 
whole   villages  of  them  in  the 

fouthern 
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fouthern  parts  towards  Veronitz, 
who  finding  their  new  llavery 
eafier  than  their  old,  the  earth 
more  fruitful,  and  the  climate 
more  gentle,  would,  I  believe, 
never  return  back,  though  left 
at  liberty ;  an  irreparable  lofs 
to  the  King  of  Sweden,  if  ever 
thofe  provinces  fhould  return 
to  their  former  mafter.  Ingria 
has  in  fome  meafure  been  re- 
peopled  by  colonies  of  Mufco- 
vites :  Moft  of  the  great  fami- 
lies now  in  being  are  of  foreign 
extradion ;  as  the  Galliczyns, 
Apraxins,  Narefkins,  ^c.   from 

Poland ; 
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Poland ;  the  Circafkys  from 
Tartary  ;  and  the  Czar  prides 
himfelf  in  a  Pruffian  original. 

They  are  divided  into  three 
ranks,      the     Nobility,  Degrees. 
called  Kne AS  ;  the  Gentry,  cal- 
led DuoRNiNs,    and  the  Pea* 

SANTS* 

The  Kne  AS,  or  Dukes,  were 
antiently  heads  of  the  Nobility, 
little  governments  into  which 
this  country  was  divided,  but 
were  all  fubdued  in  time  by 
the  Princes  of  Volodomir,  who 

tranflated 
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tranflated  their  refidence  to 
Mofco,  and  took  upon  them 
the  title  of  Weliki  Kneas, 
or  Great  Duke  :  The  races  of 
thefe  famihes  ftill  retain  their 
antient  title,  and  feveral  Poles 
tranfplanted  thither,  as  they  be- 
came coniiderable,  affumed  the 
fame  mark  of  diftinftion,  on 
pretence  of  being  defcended 
from  their  Waywodes,  or  Pa- 
latines. This  title  is  different- 
ly refpeited,  according  to  the 
revenue  or  employment  of  the 
perfon  ;  for  thofe  Dukes  who 
fubmitted  on  condition,   and  re- 

ceiv^ed 
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ceived  eftates  in  exchange  for 
their  petty  fovereignties,  ftill 
continue  in  Ibme  fplendor ; 
others  have  raifed  themfelves 
again  by  their  civil  or  mili- 
tary fervice,  v^hile  the  reft  are  re- 
duced to  the  loweft  poverty  and 
contempt :  And  two  years  ago, 
there  were  near  three  hundred 
Kneas  common  foldiers  in  Prince 
Menzikoff's  regiment  of  dra- 
goons. To  remedy  the  con- 
fufion  of  this  title,  the  Czar 
has  begun  lince  his  progrefs 
to  make  fome  alterations :  His 
late  firft  Minifter  Golowin, 
F  and 
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and  General  Gordon,  were 
made  Counts  by  the  Empe- 
Tor ;  Alexander  Menzikoff  his 
favorite,  was  made  Prince  of 
the  Empire,  four  years  ago  : 
But  the  Czar's  ambition  en- 
creafmg  with  his  fuccefs,  he 
thought  of  beftowing  his  own 
honours,  and  foon  after  created 
Prince  Menzikoff  Duke  of  In- 
gria.  When  Monfieur  Golof- 
kin,  his  prefcnt  firft  Minifter 
and  Great  Chancellor,  was 
made  a  Count  by  the  Empe- 
ror, he  received  foon  after  the 
fame  title  from  the  Czar,  who 

havS 
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has  liiice  made  his    High  Ad- 
miral Apraxin,  and  Lord  Privy- 
feal  Setoff,   both  Counts,  with- 
out any    recourfe    to    the  Im- 
perial Court,     and    defigns    by 
degrees  to    introduce    the    title 
of  Barons  and  Knights ;    he  has 
already  inftituted    an  Order  of 
Knighthood  in    honour  of    St. 
Andrew,  who  wear  a  blue  Rib- 
band and  Star    in  imitation  of 
the  Garter, 

The  DuoRNiNs  are  Country 
Gentlemen,  moft  where-    Gentry, 
of  hold  their  lands  by  Knights 
E   2  fervice, 
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fervice,  to  appear  in  war  on 
horfe-back ;  formerly  it  was 
fufficient  to  fend  a  man  well 
armed  and  mounted,  but  the 
prefent  Czar  makes  them  or 
their  Sons  ferve  in  perfon,  if 
they  cannot  buy  intereft  e- 
nough  with  his  minifters  to 
be  excufed:  When  they  ap- 
pear in  the  field,  they  are 
not  allowed  a  fervant,  though 
they  may  be  mafters  of  fome 
hundred  peafants,  and  are  oblig- 
ed to  do  all  the  Duties  of  com- 
mon foldiers ;  but  their  great- 
eft  mortification  is,    that    fuch 

of 
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of  their  peafants  as  will  but 
lift  volunteers,  are  immediately 
declared  freemen,  and  in  e- 
qual  confideration  with  their 
mafters,  though  the  point  of 
honour  has  not  yet  prevailed 
fo  far,  as  to  give  many  inftan- 
ces  of  this  nature.  Such  of 
the  Duornins  as  live  on  their 
eftates,  and  are  far  from  Mof- 
co,  are  at  much  eafe,  and  give 
themfelves  great  airs,  though 
they  are  again  as  humble  and 
fubmillive  to  the  chief  nobility 
and  officers ;  for  this  country 
is  the  perfed:  model  of  Bayes's 


g 


rand- 
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grand-dance,  where  every  one 
has  his  /hare  of  flavery  and 
worlKip ;    except 

The  Peasants,  who  arc 
Peafants,  perfeft  flavcs,  fubjeft  to 
the  arbitrary  power  of  their 
lords,  and  transferrred  with 
goods  and  chatties;  they  can 
call  nothing  their  own,  which 
makes  them  very  lazy,  and 
when  their  mafters  tafk  is  done, 
and  a  little  bread  and  firing 
provided  for  the  year,  the  great 
bufinefs  of  their  life  is  over, 
the  reft    of   their    time    being 

idled 
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idled  or  flept  away ;  and  yet 
they  live  content,  a  couple  of 
earthen  pots,  a  wooden  platter, 
wooden  fpoon,  and  knife,  are 
all  their  houfhold  goods ;  their 
drink  is  water ;  their  food  oat- 
meal, bread,  fait,  mufhrooms 
and  roots,  on  great  days  a  little 
fifh,  or  milk,  if  it  is  not  a  faft  ; 
but  flefh  very  rarely  ;  thus  mere 
cuftom  in  them  fhames  the 
pretended  aufterities  of  philolb- 
phy  and  falfe  devotion,  and  fits 
them  admirably  for  the  fatigues 
of  war,  which  if  once  familiar 
by  ufe  and  difcipline,  will  cer- 
tainly 
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tainly  advance  far  in  a  people, 
who  go  as  unconcerned  to  death, 
or  torments,  and  have  as  much 
paffive  valour  as  any  nation  in 
the  vi^orld. 

Their  Religion  is  the  Eaftern 
Religion,  or  Greek  Church,  ftill 
more  corrupted  by  ignorance 
and  fuperftition ;  they  think  to 
fatisfy  the  lecond  Command- 
Images,  mcut  by  allowing  no 
carved  images,  but  their  chur- 
ches are  filled  with  miferable 
paintings  without  fhade  or  per- 
fpedive,   and  yet  fome  of  thofe 

dawbings, 
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dawbings,  as  well  :as  the  finer 
ftrokes  of  the  Italian  pencils, 
arc  faid  to  be  the  work  of 
angels ;  particularly  a  celebrat- 
ed piece  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
with  three  hands,  which  is 
preferved  in  the  Monaftery  of 
Jerufalem,  about  thirty  miles 
from  Mofco  :  The  re-  JForjhip. 
fped:  paid  to  thefe  pidures 
is  the  groffeft  kind  of  idolatry, 
and  makes  up  a  principal  part 
of  their  devotion ;  to  thefe 
they,  bow  and  crofs  themfelves; 
every  child  has  it's  own  patron 
faint  allotted  him  at  baptifm, 
G  and 
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and  every  room  it's  guardiau 
pidure  in  a  corner y  the  Ruffian 
place  of  honour,  to  which 
ftrangers  pay  their  reverence 
coming  in,  before  they  begin 
their  bufinefs,  or  take  any  no- 
tice of  the  company :  Thefe 
reprefentations  are  all  called  by 
the  general  name  of  Bog,  or 
Fq/is.  God.  The  reft  of  their 
worihip  is,  in  obferving  the 
fafts,  which  are  four  in  the 
year,  belides  Wednefdays  and 
Fridays,  and  very  fevere ;  in 
frequenting  the  church,  if  nigh 
at  hand,  once  a  day,  in  lights 
:.;  ^  ing 
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ing  up  wax    candles    to  their 
faints,   and  often  repeating  the 
GospoDi    PoHMELi,    Of,    Lord 
have   mercy    upon  7ney    without 
any  farther  attention  :  Since  the 
war,    and  frequent  voyages  of 
their  young  gentry,    they  begin 
to  be  lefs   ftrid:  in  their  fafts; 
the  Czar  himfelf  eats  flefh  on 
all  of  them  In  private  houfes, 
but    refrains   from    giving  any 
fcandal     in     publick.        Their 
Churches  are  very  nu-    churches. 
merous,     fome    of   ftone,     the 
reft  of  wood,    all   built  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,    with  five  little 
G  2  cupolas  ; 
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cupolas ;  every  nobleman's  feat 
has  one  ;  to  build  a  church  be- 
ing thought  a  meritorious  acft, 
and  laying  a  fort  of  obligation 
on .  heaven,  though  they  are 
left  at  Hberty  to  frequent  them. 
■Secular  Tlicir*  parifh  pricfts  and 
^^^''^'  chaplains,  are  of  the 
nieaneft  people,  hujha?tds  of  07u 
wifcy  in  a  literal  explication  of 
the  fcripture ;  and  when  fhe 
died,  the  prieft  was  formerly 
excluded  from  the  fervice,  and 
obliged  to  turn  monk,  or  take 
up  fome  forry  trade  for  a  live- 
lihood J     but '  this    Czar   allows 

them 
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them  to  continue  in  the  under 
offices  of  the  church ;  from 
this  parentage  and  condition, 
it  is  no  wonder  they  are  very 
ignorant,  their  utmoft  educa- 
tion being  to  repeat  the  fer- 
vice  with  a  mufical  accent, 
and  to  read  a  chapter  in  the 
Bible,  which  being  in  the  Scla- 
voniari  language,  is  underftood 
by  very  few  of  them ;  they 
never  read  the  Old  Teftament 
in  the  church,  and  much  lefs 
allow  it  to  be  placed  on  the 
altar.     Their    monks    TheW  regular 

and  dlgnijied- 

and    dignified    clergy    curgy,     ^ 
:   ..u  though 
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though  almoft  equally  igno- 
rant, except  fome  few  edu- 
cated at  ChioiF,  are  in  much 
greater  efteem,  their  Jiabits, 
fafts,  for  they  never  eat  any 
flefh,  gravity,  and  continual 
devotion,  drkw  to  them  the 
eyes  and  veneration  of  the  peo-^ 
pie,  and  their  large  poffeiHons 
formerly  ftrengthened  their  tem- 
poral interefl  fo  far,  that  the 
Patriarch  Niehon  durfl:  ftrug- 
gle  w^ith  the  Czar's  Father  for 
independency,  and  was  not 
kept  under  without  great  dif- 
turbance.       This    power     has 

been 
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been  fo  dangerous,  that  the 
prefent  Czar,  on  the  death  of 
the  late  Patriarch,  fequeftercd 
the  office,  committing  the  fpi- 
ritual  adminiftration  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  Rezan,  and  the 
management  of  the  temporal 
affairs  to  a  lay-commiffion, 
who  have  Hkewife  the  dilpo- 
fal  of  the  abbey  lands  and  re- 
venues, which  he  took  away 
fome  years  ago  on  a  pleafant 
pretence ;  for  the  abbots  oi^ 
his  enquiry,  afFefting  to  appear 
very  poor,  alledging,  that  they 
were   fcarce     able    to  maintain 

their 
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their  monks  though  they  con- 
filled  themfelves  to  the  poor 
pittance  of  fifteen  rubles  a  year 
per  head ;  the  Czar  in  a  feem- 
ing  compaflion  told  them,  he 
would  take  care  of  their  re- 
venues, and  double  that  allow- 
ance ;  as  he  has  done  in  effect, 
which  belides  the  annual  ad- 
vantage of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  to  his 
treafury,  has  quite  broke  their 
intereft  in  the  country,  where 
they  have  no  more  freehold  left, 
and  their  peafants  or  fubjefts, 
now  immediately  depend  upon 
the  Czar's  officers.  The 
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The  Government  is  abfolute 

in-  the  laft   degree,     not    Government. 

bound  up  by  any  law  or  cuf- 
tom,  but  depending  on  the 
breath  of  the  Prince,  by  which 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  all 
the  fubjeds  are  decided ;  the 
common  compliment  of  the 
greateft   Nobility    being,     I  AiM 

THY     SLAVE,      TAKE     MY     HEAD  : 

However,  fuch  as  are  employ- 
ed in  the  ftate  have  their  fhare 
of  arbitrary  power,  their  pro- 
ceedings being  without  appeal, 
all  in  the  Czar's  name,  which 
they  often  abufe  to  fatisfy  their 
II  av^arice. 
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avarice,  revenge,  or  other  guilty 
paffions.  For  right  between 
Laws,  private  men,  they  have 
written  laws  and  precedents, 
which  they  generally  follow, 
though  without  any  obligation, 
and  their  methods  are  ealy  and 
fhort  enough,  could  their  jus- 
tice be  proof  againft  the  temp- 
tation of  a  bribe,  which  is  fel- 
dom  found  in  this  nation. 
Adminip-ation.  Thc  Czars  ulcd  for- 
merly to  keep  up  the  venera- 
tion of  their  fubjefts,  by  ap- 
pearing very  rarely,  except  in 
publick  ads  of    ceremony  and 

devotion, 
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devotion,  and  then  with  a  fo- 
lemnity  fuitable  to  the  occa- 
fion  ;  while  the  Bojarsy  or  pri- 
vy Counfellors  difpofed  of  the 
Empire  at  their  pleafure:  But 
his  prefent  Majefty  has  broke 
through  this  formal  fervitude, 
and  omits  no  occafion  of  ex- 
pofing  them  and  their  cuftoms 
to  the  common  people ;  to 
weaken  antient  families  farther, 
he  often  obliges  their  children 
to  the  meaneft  fervice,  as  be- 
ing common  foldiers  in  his 
toot-guards,  and  raifes  perfons 
of  no  extraction  to  the  great 
H   2  employ- 
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employments.  The  Bojars^  or 
TheBojars,  privy  Couufellors,  had 
formerly  the  chief  diredion  ot 
all  the  PricaJfeSy  or  offices  : 
The  Ocolnitze?!  were  their  a- 
fTiftants,  being  a  lower  fort 
of  privy  Counfellors,  only  ad- 
mitted on  extraordinary  oc- 
TheDun^noy,  cafions.     Thc  DupinGy 

the  procefles,  and  the  Diacks^ 
the  fecretaries  :  Every  Pricailc 
was  compofed  of  thofc  officers, 
and  had  a  fovereign  jurifdic- 
tion  of  life  and  death,  inde- 
pendant  one  of  another,  which 

often 
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often  caufed  no  fmall  confu- 
fion ;  they  were  above  thirty 
in  number,  for  the  feveral 
branches  or  provinces  of  the 
Empire,  and  though  they  are 
ftill  kept  up,  yet  the  head 
officers,  as  Bojars  and  Ocolnit- 
zen,  have  been  dropt  by  de- 
grees, and  moft  of  them  left 
to  the  Diack,  or  fecretary.  In 
New  Scheme,  1 7 10,  the  Czar  fell 
upon  a  new  Scheme,  which 
in  time  may  caufe  great  ialter- 
ations  ;  he  has  divided  the  Em- 
pire into  eight  governments. 

Mosco, 
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Mosco,  with  all  it's  depen- 
dencies, is  given  to  Mr.  Stref- 
noffj  the  President  at  War. 

Archangel,  to  Prince  Gal- 
liczyn,  formerly  Envoy  at 
Vienna. 

AsopH  and  the  Don,  to 
Count  Apraxin,  High-Admiral. 

Casan  and  Astracan,  to 
Lieutenant-General  Apraxin,  his 
Brother. 

Chioff  and  the  Ukraine, 
to     Lieutenant-General     Galli- 


czyn 
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czyn,  who  was  Commiflaiy  of 
War  with  the  Mufcovite  troops 
ill  Saxony. 

Siberia,  to  Prince  Gagarin. 

Livonia,  Ingria,  Plescqw 
and  NovoGRQD,  to  Prince  Men- 
zikoff  the   Favorite. 

Smolensko,  to  Monfieur  Sol- 
tikoff. 

Veronitz  and  the  Ship- 
Yards,  are  to  be  a  fmall  go- 
vernment apart,  which  the  Czar 
referves  in  petto. 

^  Thefc 
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Thefe  Governors  have,  the 
difpofal  of  all  employments  civil 
and  military,  receive  the  reve- 
nues, and  defray  all  the  ex- 
pences  in  their  feveral  provinces, 
and  fend  a  certain  fum  yearly  in- 
to the  great  Treafury,  clear  of 
all  charges ;  they  have  abfohite 
power,  except  in  relation  to.  the 
regular  troops,  who  areiieyer 
to  be  under  their  diredlion,  nor 
paid  by  them,  though  quartered 
in  their  jurifdidtion,  but  are  to 
receive  their  orders  immediately 
from  the  Czar  and  his  Generals. 

The 


of   RUSSIA.       57 

The  prefent  Czar  is  in  liis 
thirty-eighth  year,  a  TheC%ar. 
handfome  Prince,  of  a  flrong 
conftitution,  but  of  late  much 
broke  by  irregular  living,  and 
other  fatigues:  He  was  very 
fubjed  to  convullions,  faid  to 
be  the  efFeds  of  poifon  from 
his  Sifter  Sophia  in  his  youth, 
which  made  him  fhy  of  being 
feen,  but  of  late  they  are  much 
mended.  He  is  extremely  cu- 
rious and  diligent,  and  has  far- 
ther improved  his  Empire  in  ten 
years,  than  any  other  ever  was, 
in  ten  times  that  fpace ;  and 
I  which 
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which  is  more  fiirpriziiig,  with- 
out any  education,  without  any 
foreign  help,  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  his  people,  clergy, 
and  chief  minifters,  but  merely 
by  the  ftrength  of  his  own  ge- 
nius, obfervation  and  example: 
He  has  gradually  paft  through 
all  the  employments  of  the  ar- 
my, from  a  Dmmmer  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General ;  of  the  fleet, 
from  a  common  Seaman  to  Rear 
Admiral ;  and  in  his  fhip-yards, 
from  an  ordinary  Carpenter  to 
Mafter-Builder :  Farther  parti- 
culars  though  agreable,   would 

bc^ 
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be  too  long  for  this  place  ;    He 
is   good-natured   but  very   paf- 
lionate,  though   by  degrees    he 
has  learnt  to  conftrain  himfelf, 
except  the  heat  of  wine  is  added 
to  his   natural  temper ;     he    is 
certainly  ambitious,  though  very 
modeft   in    appearance ;     fufpi- 
cious  of  other  people  ;   not  over 
fcrupulous  in  his  engagements, 
or  gratitude  ;  violent  in  the  firft 
heat,     irrefolute  on  longer  de- 
liberation,    not   rapacious,     but 
near  in  his  temper  and  expence 
to  extremity  ;    he  loves  his  fol- 
diers,     underftands    navagation, 
I  2  (hip- 
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fjhip-building,  fortification,  and 
fire- working :  He  fpeaks  High^ 
Dutch  pretty  readily,  which  is 
now  growing  the  Court  lan- 
guage. He  is  very  particular  in 
his  way  of  living ;  when  at 
Mofco  he  never  lodges  in  the 
palace,  but  in  a  little  wooden 
houfe  built  for  him  in  the  fu- 
burbs  as  Colonel  of  his  guards : 
He  has  neither  court,  equipage, 
6r  other  diflinftion  from  a  pri- 
vate officer,  except  when  he 
appears  on  publick  folemni- 
ties. 

The 
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The  Court  of  the  former 
Czars  was  very  nume-  The  Court. 
rous  and  magnificent,  being 
filled  on  folemn  occafions  by  the 
BojarSy  or  privy  Counfellors, 
with  all  the  ofiicers  of  each  Pri- 
caffe,  by  the  Nobility  and  Gen- 
try, who  were  obliged  to  at- 
tendance by  titles  of  honour 
and  diftindion  without  any  fa- 
lary ;  as  the  KrapJIjecks^  or 
Carvers,  who  are  only  two  of 
the  firft  Nobility,  this  employ- 
ment being  reckoned  very  con- 
fiderable :  The  Stohnch^  or 
Sewers,    who   are  alfo  ufed  to 

carry 
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carry  any  meffage  of  impor- 
tace,  to  receive  ambaffadors,  ^c. 
The  Spalnicks^  or  Gentlemen  of 
the  Bedchamber ;  which  two 
laft  titles  are  in  great  number, 
and  defcend  from  Father  to  Son, 
though  generally  confirmed  by 
the  Prince  :  And  laftly,  by  the 
Gojisy  or  chief  Merchants,  On 
publick  feafts  or  ceremonies  all 
thefe  received  rich  gowns  of 
brocade  lined  with  furs  from 
the  treafury,  which  they  return- 
ed as  foon  as  the  appearance 
v/as  over  ;  but  the  prefent  Czar 
has  quite  aboliflied  thefe  forma- 
lities, 
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llties,  without  fettling  any  other 
court ;  fome  fay  to  fpare  the 
expence  during  the  war,  or  ra- 
ther from  his  particular  temper 
which  is  averfe  to  fuch  con- 
ftraints.  On  any  ceremony  he 
is  attended  by  the  officers  of 
his  army,  and  nobility  without 
any  diftindion,  which  makes  a 
tolerable  fhow. 

His  favorite  Alexander  Men- 

Zikoff  is    born    of  very    The  Favorite, 

mean  parents;  was  accidentally 
met  by  the  Czar  in  the  ftreets 
when  a  boy,  and  for  fome  unluc- 
ky anfwers  preferred  to  ferve  one 

of 
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Qi  Jiis  gentlemen ;  from  which 
ftep  he  is  grown  by  degrees  the 
moft  powerful  fubjedl  in  Europe ; 
his  diligence  and  difpatch  have 
been  his  chief  recommendation  ; 
and  fome  have  thought  their 
intimacy  rather  refembled  love 
than  friendfbip,  they  having 
frequent  jars  and  conftant  re- 
concilements, though  fome  fuch 
accident  may  once  prove  fatal, 
as  has  already  been  very  near. 
His  parts  are  not  extraordinary, 
his  education  low,  for  the  Czar 
would  never  let  him  learn  to  read 
or  write,    and  his  advancement 

too 
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too  quick  to  give  him  time  for 
obfervation  or  experience.  Un- 
der the  Czar's  name  he  ufes  an 
abfolute  power  in  all  affairs ; 
makes  every  intereft  give  way 
to  his  private  paflions ;  in  which 
he  often  contradicts  the  Czar's 
orders,  and  if  it  comes  to  be 
contefted  generally  carries  the 
point  from  his  Mafter  ;  he  is  not 
beloved  by  the  common  people, 
and  much  lefs  by  the  old  nobi- 
lity and  chief  officers,  who  have 
a  ftrong  cabal  againft  him,  head- 
ed by  the  High- Admiral  Aprax- 
in.  He  was  made  Prince  of 
K  the 
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the  Empire  in  1706;  Duke  of 
Ingria  in  1707  ;  and  Felt  Mar- 
fhai  in  1709.  He  is  a  violent 
enemy  to  Felt  Marfhal  Shereme- 
toff,  and  has  often  brought  him 
to  the  brink  of  ruin.  He  has 
formed  a  Court  after  the  fafhion 
of  the  little  German  Princes,  of 
chamberlains,  marfhals,  fecre- 
taries,  ^c.  moft  foreigners. 

Monfiieur  Golofkin  is  of  an 

Chancellor    auticut  family,   he  was 

Ejnpire,     Great  Chamberlain,  and 

on  the  death  of  Count  Golowin 

was  made  Lord  Chancellor    of 

the 
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the  Empire,  which  great  em- 
ployment he  modeftly  decHned 
for  feveral  months ;  he  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  good  fenfe,  very  de- 
vout, and  has  the  general  cha- 
rader  of  a  man  of  honour :  No 
one  ever  complained  of  his  cru- 
elty and  injuftice,  though  fome 
think  he  is  not  refolute  enough 
in  opposing  that  of  others.  He 
was  made  Count  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  and  of  RufTia  about 
three  years  ago. 

Monfieur  Schapfirroff   is    of 
no  great  extraction,  his       y^^^ 
grand-father  was  one  of    ^^''''''^'^''^ 
K  2  the 
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the  Jews  carried  out  of  Poland 
in  their  forrner .  wars,    his  father 
was  baptized,    and  he   profefks 
the  Ruffian  reUgion  :    In  1 705, 
he  was  private  fecretary  to  Count 
Golowin,  to  whorn  his  diHgence 
and    knowledge   of  the   High- 
Dutch  tongue  made  him  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  j   on  the  Count's 
death  he  was  made  Secretary  to 
the   Office  of   Embaffies,     and 
in  1709,    Vice  Chancellor  with 
Count    Golofkin;     all    foreisfn 
affairs  go  neceflarily  through  his 
hands ;  he  has  more  experience 
than  natural  qualifications ;    he 

is 
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is  generally  efteemed  fair  enough 
m  his  bufinefs,  but  his  quick 
preferments  have  given  him  an 
air  of  ftiffnefs,  and  it  is  faid 
his  private  intereft  will  not  al- 
ways let  him  diftinguifh  the 
merits  of  the  caufe. 

Prince  Dolgoruki,  who  fome 
years  ago  was  the  Czar's  priyy 
embaffador  in  Poland,  ^'""'f'^^''^ 
is  often  joined  to  thefe  gentle- 
men in  the  confultations  on  any 
foreign  affairs,  but  the  execu- 
tive part  is  entirely  left  to  them ; 
he  is  a  perfon  of  good  fenfe, 
manners,  modefty  and  honour. 

Moniieur 
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Monfieur  Apraxin  is  of  a 
High-Admiral  good  family,  his  an- 
ceftors  having  been  Stohiicks, 
or  Sewers ;  the  old  Emprefs 
dowager,  Mother  of  the  Czar's 
eldeft  Brother,  is  his  Sifter ;  this 
alliance  brought  him  into  court 
and  favour,  which  he  foon  im- 
proved by  a  ready  wit,  and  a 
confcience  not  enllaved  to  any 
fcruples  to  obftrud:  his  fortune ; 
he  had  been  CommiiTioner  of 
the  Admiralty  for  many  years, 
and  on  Count  Golowin's  death 
was    made    High- Admiral  j    in 

1709, 
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1709,  he  was  made  Governor 
of  Ingria  in  Prince  Menzikoff's 
abfence,  and  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  fee  the  Swedifh  army 
under  General  Lubecker  kill 
their  horfes,  and  retire  out  of 
that  province  unaccountably ; 
which  mifcarriage  turned  as  his 
own  merit,  and  thereby  increaf- 
ed  his  credit  with  his  Prince ;  he 
is  very  revengeful,  and  no  ene- 
my to  prefents ;  he  appears 
openly  againft  the  Favorite,  and 
has  great  credit  at  court,  but 
his  indifcretion  in  drink  when 
in  the  Czar's   company,    fome- 

times 
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times  expofcs  him  to  difagreablc 
accidents. 

Felt  Marflial  Slieremetoff  is 
Felt  MarjhaL  of  a  vcry  anticiit  fa- 
mily, famous  for  producing 
lucky  Generals  againft  the  Tar- 
tars, of  which  fuccefs  he  has 
alfo  had  his  fliare  in  the  late 
Turkifli  war  :  In  his  travels  to 
Italy,  he  made  a  campaign  on 
the  Galleys  of  Malta,  and  is 
honoured  with  a  Crofs  of  that 
Order.  He  is  the  politeft  man 
in  the  country,  and  moft  im- 
proved by  his  travels,  is  magni- 
ficent in  his  equipage  and  way 

of 
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of  life,  extremely  beloved  by 
the  foldiers,  and  almoft  adored 
by  the  people ;  he  enjoys  a 
vigorous  age  at  fixty  and  odd, 
has  good-nature,  honour,  and 
as  much  perfonal  valour  as  any 
man,  but  not  experience  enough 
to  aft  againft  an  army  of  re- 
gular troops ;  he  often  fufFers 
under  the  Favorite's  perfecution, 
and  has  more  than  once  defiired 
leave  to  lay  down  his  command, 
but  has  always  been  refufed. 

There  are  feveral  other  Mi- 

nifters  who  come  into  the  privy 

Council,     but   as    they    confine 

L  themfelves 
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themfelves  to  the  domeftick  af- 
fairs, and  have  no  remarkable 
degree  of  favour,  or  inflvience  in 
matters  of  ftate,  I  fhall  not  trou- 
ble you  vi^ith  their  names  or  em- 
Riches,  ployments,  but  proceed 
to  fome  fmall  account  of  the 
Czar's  riches. 

The  commerce  coin  of  Muf- 
mver  Coin,   covy  is  a  fmall  piece 
of  filver  about  the  bignefs  of  an 
Englifh  penny,  called  a  Copeek. 

^  CoPEEKS,  make  an         Altine, 
10  CopEEKS,  a  Greiven. 

25  CoPEEKS,  a  POPOLTINE. 

50  CoPEEKS,  a  POLTINE. 

100  CopEEKs,  a  Ruble. 

Formerly 
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Formerly  there  was  no  coin 
but  Copeeks,  and  the  other 
names  were  only  to  Hgnify  fuch 
a  number,  for  the  eafinefs  of 
the  tale;  but  in  1703,  great 
quantities  of  fpecie,  Rubles, 
half  Rubles,  ^c.  were  made, 
though  the  mafs  of  money  is 
ftill  in  Copeeks, 

All  great  fums  are  generally 
by  Rubles,  or  an  hun-  Value. 
dred  Copeeks,  the  intrinfic  value 
whereof  may  be  about  4^".  A^d. 
Englifh,  but  in  the  courfe  of 
exchange,  is  generally  reckoned 
L   2  at 
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at    6  J'.   8  d.  :    And  fifteen  years 
ago  was   loj*. 

An  hundred  Rubles  weighed 
might,  twelve  pound  in  John 
Bafilov/itz's  time,  who  reigned 
from  1540  to  1584,  and  were 
kept  up  to  eleven  pounds  till  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  but 
fince  the  war,  and  growing  ne- 
ceflities  of  the  treafury,  have 
been  reduced  by  degrees  to  fix 
pounds  twelve  ounces  and  three 
quarters,  Englifli  weight.  An 
hundred  Rubles  of  old  Copeeks 
weighing  ten  pounds,  are  re- 
ceived in  the  treafury,  at  an  al- 
lowance 
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lovvance  of  fifteen  per  ce7it^  and 
are  there  melted  down  into  new 
Copeeks. 

The  ftandard  fliould  be  of 
the  fame  goodnefs  with  Standard, 
Lyon  Dollars,  viz.  twelve  oun- 
ces fine  filver,  and  four  ounces 
alloy  to  the  poimd  weight,  but 
niofl;  that  is  carried  into  the 
mint,  is  not  above  ten  ounces 
fine  filver,  and  being  feldom 
tryed  when  melted,  their  coins 
are  of  different  value,  as  the  run 
happens  to  be  good  or  bad, 
Plate,  Dollars,  and  old  Copeeks, 

being 
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being  all  melted  together,  with 
an  additional  alloy  of  brafs. 

The  Silver  is  Crofs  Dol- 
hnporud.  lars,  Lyon  Dollars,  and 
Albertus  Dollars,  with  un- 
wroiight  Plate,  brought  from 
Holland  and  Hamburgh,  and 
Bremen.  Of  Dollars  yearly  from 
two  to  three  thoufand ;  part  to 
clear  the  Merchants  cuftoms ; 
part  in  return  of  brafs  money, 
which  the  treafury  often  ad- 
vances to  foreigners,  to  be  re- 
paid in  Dollars  at  tivo  years  end, 
and  partly  for  the  advantage  of 
the    exchange,     in    the    courfe 

whereof 
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whereof  to  Holland,  a  Dollar 
is  only  rated  from  fixty-two  to 
feventy-three  Copeeks ;  but  can 
be  fold  in  Archangel  from 
eighty-five  to  ninety  Copeeks. 

In  1702,  the  firft  Ducats 
were  coined  with  the  Gold  Coin. 
Czar's  ftamp,  at  twenty-fix 
carrats,  being  the  value  of 
Holland's  Ducats ;  but  next 
year  the  diredion  of  the  mint 
was  taken  from  the  foreigners, 
and  the  Chinefe  gold  being  only 
at  twenty  or  twenty-one  carrats 
from  one  to  three  grains,  was 
left  without  refining,  which  ut- 
terly 
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terly  decried  thofe  Ducats,  and 
very  few  have  been  coined  fince 
1706.  The  gold  is  imported 
in  ingots  from  China,  about 
three  hundred  and  lixty  pound 
weight  EngHfli  yearly,  befides 
fome  thoufand  Ducats  brought 
every  fummer  by  the  fleet  to 
Archangel. 

In  1705,  the  Czar  begun 
Brafs.  to  coin  brafs  Copeeks, 
halves  and  quarters,  thirty-flx 
pound  of  brafs  Englifli  weight 
which  is  bought  in  Mofco  for 
feven  Rubles,  produce  twenty 
when  coined ;  about  ten  thou- 
fand 
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fand  of  thefe.  Copeeks  are  given 
out  monthly,  but  no  one  is 
obliged  to  receive  them  in  pay- 
ment, except  Hich  as  are  in  the 
Czar's  fervice  ;  they  may  be  ne- 
gotiated againft  filver  at  tvvo  per 
cent.  lofs.  The  brafs  comes  by 
the  fleets  to  Archangel. 

The  money  of  this  country, 
as  to  the  fupplies  of  fllver  and 
value  of  the  coin,  de-  "I'rade. 
pends  fo  much  on  Trade,  that 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  make 
fome  mention  of  the  chief  bran- 
ches in  this  place. 

M  The 
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The  goods  chiefly  imported 
Importations,  froiii  England  are  all 
forts  of  woollen  manufadiires, 
lead,  tin,  dying-woods,  indigo, 
pewter,  olibanum,  brimftone, 
lignum- vits :  The  Hollanders 
and  Hamburghers,  befides  thefe, 
bring  wines,  paper,  allum,  glafs- 
ware,  fpices,  dollars,  plate,  gold 
and  filver  lace,  brocades,  Silefia 
cloth,  and  all  forts  of  gal- 
Ian  teries. 

The  Englifli  export  chiefly, 

Exportat'ions,    hcmp,      flax,     train- 

oil,    linnen,     pot-afli,    rhubarb, 

iflnglafs, 
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iiinglafs,  wax,  tar,  red-hides 
and  caviar ;  the  two  laft  to 
Leghorne.  The  Hollanders  and 
Hamburghers  carry  out  farther, 
wood-afh,  marts,  hydes  dried 
and  faked,  tallov/,  fables,  hemp- 
feed,  mats,   and  hogs-briftles. 

Their  Fifhery  of  feals^  or 
fea-dogs,  about  ten  Fijiery. 
thoufand  a  year,  yield  five  thou- 
fand  meafures  of  oil ;  the  fkins 
and  oil  are  fent  to  England. 
Morfes^  or  fea-horfes,  from  No- 
va Zembla,  iifed  to  load  thirty 
boats  a  year  with  blubber,  the 
teeth  are  efteemed  next  to  ivory, 
M  2  but 
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but  the  trade  being  monopoliz- 
ed by  a  COMPANY  decays  daily. 
Cod  and  ftock-fifb,  about  three 
fhips  lading  yearly  to  Denmark  ; 
falmon  faked  and  dried,  a  fhip's 
loading  to  Bilboa;  thefe  with 
the  cod  are  taken  in  the  North- 
fea,  about  Kilduyn  and  Cola; 
but  the  Ihips  bring  lalt  from 
St.  Ubes. 

The   foreign   merchants    are 
Cujhms,    obliged    to    pay     their 
cuftdnis    in    Dollars    fpccie,    at 
Archangel,  which  are  only  rec- 
koned at  the  antient  value   of 

fifty 
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►fifty  Copeeks  when  received  in- 
to the  treafury,  and  that  too  by 
weight,  fourteen  to  the  pound, 
which  feldom  holding,  it  comes 
from  fourteen  and  a  quarter  to 
three  quarters.  Foreigners  pay 
.hv^  per  cent,  for  all  goods  bought 
and  fold  by  weight,  and  four 
per  cent,  for  thofe  by  tale  or 
meafure  ;  they  only  pay  fingle 
duties,  either  for  their  exporta- 
tions  or  importations,  whichfo- 
ever  mount  hio;heft  at  the  end 
of  the  trade  time  ;  goods  fent 
up  by  foreigners  to  A^Iofco,  or 
any  inland  towns  pay  ten  per 
;     =  ce72t. 
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cent,  in  Dollars,  and  fix  per 
cent,  where  they  buy  or  fell  in 
Rufs  money  :  The  Ruffians  pay 
five  per  ce7tt,  where  they  fell  or 
buy  in  the  country,  and  five  per 
cent,  at  Archangel.  Wine  pays 
a  particular  cuftom  of  five  Dol- 
lars an  hogfhead. 

In  1 710,  the  courfe  of  ex- 
Exchange,  cliaugc  was  thrcc  Ru- 
bles ten  Copeeks  to  the  pound 
fterling,  whereas  the  intrinfick 
value  is  only  about  four  Rubles, 
and  a  half ;  for  the  exportations 
exceeding  the  importations  near 

two 
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two  thoufand  Rubles  yearly; 
the  national  credit  of  their 
money  is  kept  up,  which  would 
fall  almoft  to  the  real  worth, 
if  any  confiderable  fum  above 
the  ballance  of  the  trade  was 
to  be  remitted  beyond  fea. 

The  Czar's  revenues  may  be 
about  {^v^n  millions  of  Rubles 
yearly^  arifing  chiefly ; 

From  the  cuftom  of  goods 
In  Archangel,  and  How  arifmg,.^^. 
the  duties  on  them  when  bought 
or  fold  by  retail  in  the  country. 

From 


88        A  Jwnmary  Account 

From  7no?2Gpolies  in  the  Czar's 
hands ;  pot-afh  yearly  to  the 
value  of  forty  thoufand  dollars ; 
wood-afh  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  dollars  ; 
caviar,  thirty  thoufand  pieces 
of  eight,  befides  what  is  con- 
fumed  in  the  country ;  rhubarb, 
about  tv/enty  thoufand  dollars, 
all  which  commodities  are  never 
fold  but  for  fpecie  dollars ;  tar, 
in  1706,  forty  thoufand  dollars, 
and  another  for  ten  thoufand 
rubles ;   very  little  fold  fince. 

From 
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From  iiiland  mc^topclies  ;  fait, 
five  hundred  thoufand  rubles ; 
tobacco,  boards  and  bricks, 
which  are  only  fold  by  the 
Czar's  officers,  the  funis  un- 
certain; furs  from  Siberia  in 
the  treafury ;  branay  and  beer, 
which  in  the  town  of  Mofco 
alone  bring  in  fix  hundred 
thoufand  rubles  per  aim. 

From  the  7n'mt  by  re-coinage 
of  dollars,  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pe?^  ce/it.  profit. 

Of  OLD  MONEY  at  thirty  ^^r  cent. 

Of  BRASS  MONEY  at  fixty-fi vc  per  cent . 

N  From 
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From  the  Chinefe  trade ^  which, 
if  well  managed,  would  bring 
in  about  two  or  three  hundred 
rubles  profit  yearly  ;  the  cargoes 
thither  are  feveral  forts  of  Eu- 
ropean merchandize,  but  chiefly 
furs,  as  fables,  ermines,  black 
foxes,  and  grey  fquirrels,  from 
Siberia  ;  the  returns  are  made  in 
damafks,  callicoes,  blew  linnen, 
gold,  tapiftry,  China  ware,  and 
drugs :  A  great  part  of  thefe 
ufed  to  be  fold  into  Lithuania 
and  Poland,  which  trade  is  now 
almoft  funk. 

From 
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From  the  Perfan  trade^ 
whence  raw-filk,  carpets,  bro- 
cades, fattins,  jewels,  and  Per- 
fia  leather  are  imported,  chiefly 
by  the  Armenians,  who  only 
pay  two  per  cent,  cuftom,  for 
whatever  they  tranfport  through 
the  Czar's  dominions  without 
breaking  bulk,  according  to  an 
old  privilege. 

From  7ie%v  impofitions  on 
ftampt  paper ;  on  all  law-fuits, 
which  pay  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
\  alue  contefled  ;  oven,  or  chim- 
ney money  ;  all  hackney  horfes 
N   2  and 
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and  carriages ;  all  Bath-ftoves, 
of  which  every  village  has  one 
in  publick,  and  every  falTiion-^: 
able  houfe  one  in  particular, 
are  taxed  at  a  ruble  a  piece 
yearly. 

From  the  abbdy  la?ids^  which 
were  very  conliderable,  but  have 
been  taken  into  the  Czar's 
hands,  and  are  managed  by  a 
fecular  commiffion,  a  compe- 
tency being  allowed  each  cloiller 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
monks. 

From  the /^?;/<^ /^AT,  and  ri^^^^Z 

(^cmai?tes. 

All 
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All  the  Czar's  expences  are 
paid  within  the  year,  which  makes 
the  prefent  war  fall  very  heavy 
on  him;  for  though  he  does  not 
owe  above  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  rubles  on  all  accounts ;  his 
treafury  by  ill  management  can- 
not find  credit  for  ten  thoufand 
rubles ;  nor  v/ill  the  merchants 
give  any  bills  of  exchange,  till 
they  have  received  the  money 
before  hand. 

Mines  there  are, 
Of  h^on^  feveral  in  Rufiia  in- 
different ;  in  Siberia  very  good. 

Of 
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Of  copper 'i  at  Olonitz. 

Of  hrrmJlo7ie^  at  Cafan,  and 
in  the  mountains  which  bound 
Siberia. 

Hot  baths  and  mineral  ^waters 
are  found  about  Terki  on  the 
Calpian-fea. 

Salt-peter  comes  from  Chioff 
and  Rebena  in  the  Ukraine,  as 
good  as  any  in  the  world. 

In  I  yog,  an  engineer  fent 
down  into  the  deferts  between 
Afoph  and  ChioiT,  found  three 
mines  of  different  ore,    on  the 

river 
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river  Kundruczi  which  falls  in- 
to the  Don,  above  the  town  of 
Circafky  :  On  other  little  rivers 
which  fall  into  the  Donee,  he 
found  old  melting  ovens,  the 
openings  of  feveral  mines  which 
had  been  worked  on,  all  thought 
to  be  the  remains  of  the  Genoefe 
colonies.  He  fuppofes  fome  of 
them  to  have  vitriol,  and  quick- 
filver,  or  good  tin. 

The  Czar's  forces  which  arc 
regimented,  cloathed   Cxar' 5  Forces. 
and  difciplined,  after  the  foreign 
manner,  including  the  feperatc 

bodies 
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bodies  in  Poland,  Lithuania,  Li- 
vonia, and  Ingria,  with  the  fe- 
veral  garrifons  along  the  frontiers 
from  Chioff  to  Wyburgh,  con- 
fift  of  fifty-one  regiments  of 
foot,   viz. 

Men, 
rThe  lirft  of  Guards,  2400 

51  <  Five  more  1 800  each,  9000 

^Forty-five  more  1200  each,  54000 

Fifty-one  companies  of  Grenadiers,  5 1 00 

One  company  of  Bombardiers,  1 50 

Thirty-fix  regiments  of  Dragoons,  7    r 
at  100  each,  J  ^ 

Three  res;iments   of   horfe  Gre-7 

J.  ^  \    2000 

naqiers,  3    ^ 

7^otaJ.,   109,650. 

The 
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The  firft  regiment  of  foot- 
guards  has  twenty-  rheW  EjiahUjh^ 
four  companies,  the  '^^^^^' 
live  others  eighteen  companies, 
and  the  ordinary  regiments 
twelve  ;  the  regiments  of  dra- 
goons have  ten  companies  each. 
The  foot  receive  equal  pay  and 
portion  with  the  dragoons,  hay 
and  oats  excepted. 

STAFF    OFFICERS. 

Yearly  Rubles, 

Colonel,  as  fuch,  650 

Lieut.  Colonel,  as  fuch,  390 

Major,  as  fuch,  325 

Clerk  of  the  Regiment,  9 1 

Surgeon,  1 30 
Chaplain "] 

and      \  are  -paid  by  the  Regiment, 
Provoft  J 

O  0/ 
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Of  a   COMPANY. 

Yearly  Ruhhs, 

Captain,  234 

Lieutenant,  130 

Enfign,  1 04 

Quarter  Mailer,  91 

Three  Serjeants,    at  15  rubles  60  ?  ^ 

copeeks  each,                          3  "" 

Six  Corporals,  at  13  rubles  each,  78 

Clerk  of  the  company,  1 3 

Two  Drummers,  11  rubles  each,  22 
Eighty-four   common  Soldiers,   at  7 

II  rubles  each,                        \  ^""^ 


One  hundred  Men,  1 642 


Nine  companies  more,  i  4>  7  7  8 . 

Total  of  a  Dragoon  regiment,     1 8006. 

The  Colonels,  Lieut.  Colo- 
nels, and  Majors,  have  all  com- 
panies, and  full  allowance  as 
Captains.  The 
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The  portions  are  to  every 
common  foldier  a  *  tun  of  corn, 
the  eighth  part  of  a  tun  of 
peafe  or  oatmeal,  and  ten  pounds 
of  bacon,   per  month  : 

To  the  dragoons  eighteen 
pounds  Enghfh  of  hay  per  die7n^ 
and  two  tun  of  oats  per  month. 
All  under  officers,  from  Quar- 
ter-mafters  to  Drummers  inclu- 
{ively,  have  double  portions ; 
the  Hautboys,  where  any  are, 
receive  their  extra  pay  from 
the  Colonels. 

*  So  in  the  original ;    but  probably  a  Ruffian 
tun  diffci-s  ^'cry  much  from  ours. 

O  2  The 
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The  foreign  Generals  are  on 
General  Officers,  different  footings  ac- 
cording to  their  capitulations. 

Felt  Marfhal  Lieutenant,     io,coo  dol-» 
lars,  per  annum. 

A  foreign  Lieutenant  General,    com- 
monly 3250  rubles,  per  annum. 

Rubles  yearly. 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  country,     1 5  60 

A  foreign  Major  General,  1 950 

Major  General  of  the  country,  1 1 70 

Brigadier  General,  about  1 040. 

All  general  officers  have  re- 
giments and  companies,  with 
allowance  of  pay  and  profits^ 

Allowance 
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Allowance  dJ  Servants. 

Numb, 

Felt  Marfhal,         30"] 

T  •  ^  I  (  Br.  fides  thofe  as.  Colonels 

Lieut.  General,       12^^    and  Captains. 

Major  General,         8  J 

Colonel,  6   Beftdes  thofe  as  Captain, 

Lieut.  Colonel,  5 

Major,  5 

Captain,  2 

Lieutenant,  i 

Enfign,      ^  I 

Regiments  which  are  not  compleatly  offi- 
cered^ cloathed  and  payed  on  the  foreign 

footing  : 

Men. 
Four    Rep;Iments  in  e;arrifon  at?      ^ 
Smolenfko,  5    4^°° 

One  Regiment  in  Archangel,  1200 

One  Regiment  in  Veronitz,  1200 

Four  Regiments  in    Afoph   and?      ^ 
l\iganrok,  \    "^^ 

Five 
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Men. 
Five  Regiments  in  Aftracan,  6000 

SFoiir  Regiments  ?      „ 
of  foot  i    ""     "" 

Two  Regiments  7 
r    ^       ^  \       2000 

or  dragoons,   3 


^'-joenty- one  Regiments^  24,800. 

Two  Reo;iments  of  militia  near? 

^  9  \      2000 

Calan,  3 

Un-regimented  Soldiers  and  freel 

companies  in  the  lefier  gar-  f      3383 
rifons  of  Ingria,  ^ 

Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  artil-  -» 

lery  in  feveral  garrifons  ofi        ']()"] 
Ingria,  J 

Recmits  exercifing  in  feveral  parts  1 

of  the  country,    generally  !-  io,oco 
about  J 

Ninety  Reo;iments  of  draojoons,  7  ^ 

^  ^  ^  O  5  C  I0Q)6^0 

as  ovi-page  96,  .3 

Totaly     150,600. 

Six 
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Six  Regiments  of  Germans, 
who  after  their  capitulation  at 
Perevolotfch  took  fervice  under 
the  Czar,  and  were  fent  laft 
winter  to  Cafan  and  Aftracan, 
being  between  three  or  four 
hundred  each,    may    be    about 


10,000. 


Of  the  Coffacks  and  Tartars 
I  cannot  make  any  juft  com- 
putation; the  moft  the  Czar 
has  had  together  in  this  war, 
have  not  been  above  30,000 
men. 

To 
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To  thefe  muft  be  added,  tlie 
garrifons  of  Siberia  and  the 
North,  which  cannot  be  drawn 
off  for  any  fervice  in  Europe. 

The  pay  of  the  Officers  in 
the  garrifons  and  uncompleated 
regiments   is, 

Colonel,  from  25  to  30  Rubles,  pe)-  jnoyith. 

Lieut.  Colonel,  1 5  Rubles,  per  month. 

Major,  14 

Captain,  1 1 

Lieutenant,  9,   10  Copeeks. 

For  cloathing  the  Czar's  ar- 
cioathing.  my,  every  man  is  al- 
lowed eight  arJJjhies    of  cloth, 

from 
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from  lixty  to  feventy  copeeks 
the  arfji?te  *  ;  the  firft  coft  of 
the  cloth  in  England  is  about 
3 J*.   2d.  the  yard. 

Cloaks  for  the  Dragoons,  each  fix  yards. 

Hats   deUvered   into?  ^    ^        1    ^    .  ^^ 
,  .  >  60  Copeeks  a  piece, 

the  magazines  at  3  ^  ^ 

Boots,  80  Copeeks  a  pair. 

ASoMier'sMufquet,Jg^^^p^^j^^_ 

A  Sword,  25  Copeeks. 

A  pair  of  Piftols,  3  Rubles. 

N.  B.  Only  the  guards  have  Piftols  \  they 
have  alfo  better  arms  from  Utrecht^  or 
Saxony. 

*  The  name  of  a  Rufs  meafure,  near  a  quar- 
ter lefs  than  an  Enghlh  yard, 

P  The 
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The  army  is  cloathed  once 
in  two  years;  towards  the 
cloathing  a  copeek  a  day  is  de- 
duced from  the  foldiers ;  the 
Czar  finds  the  arms  and  horfes. 

The  nobihty  are  obHgcd  to 
Horjss,  furnifli  the  horfes  for  the 
dragoons,  at  feven  rubles  a  liorfe, 
paid  out  of  the  Czar's  treafury, 
though  the  horfes  often  coft 
them  ten  or  tweh^e  rubles  a 
piece.  Some  of  the  regiments 
have  been  mounted  on  the  Swe- 
diih  horfes  which  were  furren- 
dered  at  Perevolotfch  ;  the  reft 

very 
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very  ill  mounted  :  Moft  of  the 
dragoons  are  gentry,  obliged  to 
appear  by  the  tenure  of  their 
lands. 

The  artillery    is     very    well 
ferved ;  the  great  guns     Artillery, 
are  moft  of  mettle,    generally 
from  three  to  thirty-iix  poun- 
ders, new  caft  fince  the  prefent 
war,    either    from    old  pieces 
which  had  been  heaped  up  by 
the  Czar's    anceftors,    without 
any  juft  regard  to  the  calibre^ 
or  from  the  bells  which  every 
church  or  cloiftcr  were  obliged 
to  furnifh  to  the  foundery  about 
P  2  ten 
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ten  years  ago,  according  to  their 
largenefs  and  income.  In  1 7  o  8 , 
there  were  a  thoufand  pieces  of 
cannon  in  the  town  of  Mofco 
alone,  from  one  to  fixty  poun- 
ders ;  the  arfenals  of  Plefcow, 
Smolenfko  and  Chioff  were  fil- 
led in  proportion  ;  bcfides  the 
field  artillery,  every  battalion 
having  two  long  three  pounders 
of  mettle  ;  the  mortars  are  of 
brafs,  or  Siberia  iron,  of  all 
bores.  The  Czar  is  pcrfonally 
very  curious  in  his  fire-works, 
is  Captain  of  his  bombardiers, 
and  has   moft   foreign  ofiicers, 

whicJi 
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which  he  engaged  in  England 
or  Holland  after  the  laft  peace. 
The  powder  is  made  in  Mofco 
ftrong  and  good,  except  the  de- 
livery is  connived  at  by  the  offi- 
cers for  their  own  profits  ;  the 
magazines  are  not  filled  with 
ftores  as  they  ought  to  be,  but 
fufficient  quantities  may  be  pre- 
pared in  a  little  time,  there  be- 
ing feveral  mills  ready,  and  al- 
Vv^ays  plenty  of  good  falt-peter 
from  the  Ukraine, 

Account  of  the  progrefs 
made  by  the  Czar  in  his 
lliipping. 

The 


no 
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TKe  firjfl:  £hip  was  built  for 
Shipping,  the  Czar's  pleafure  when 
very  young,  on  the  Bk/o  Ozero^ 
or  White-fea,  a  large  lake  a- 
bout  three  hundred  miles  from 
Mofco. 

In  the  winter  of  1695,  le ve- 
ra] half  gallies  and  brigantines 
were  prepared  at  Mofco,  and 
carried  by  fled-way  to  Veronitz, 
where  they  v/ere  put  together, 
and  fcnt  down  the  Don  to  be 
ufed  at  the  liege  of  Afoph. 

In  1 696,  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of   fhip-carpenters  coming 

from 


of   RUSSIA.     Ill 

from  Holland,  with  two  Ita~ 
lians  and  a  Greek  mafter  from 
Venice,  a  fleet  was  raifed  at 
Stupena  and  Veronitz,  for  which 
end  the  whole  Empire  was  di- 
vided into  eighty-four  parts,  and 
each  diviflon  to  furnifh  a  fliip,  or 
an  equivalent  number  of  gallies, 
brigantines,  and  fmall  craft  : 
The  chief  nobility  appointed  to 
overfee  this  work  in  the  Czar's 
abfence,  contradied  for  the  fhips 
with  foreigners,  who  for  want 
of  experience,  dry  timber,  and 
fufficient  time,  as  well  as  for 
their  private  gains,   run  up  the 

vefTels' 
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vefTels  very  {lightly  with  green 
and  bad  ftuff,  fo  that  they  de- 
cayed before  they  were  finilhcd ; 
which  the  Czar  perceiving  at 
his  return  from  Great  Britain, 
he  came  by  degrees  entirely  to 
diflike  the  Dutch  building  and 
mafters,  and  diicharged  them 
as  he  could  procure  Englifh. 
The  laft  fhips  built  by  tlie 
Dutch,  were  eleven  frigates  at 
Stupena  in  1703. 

The    fleet     being    built    on 
Places  where   large    rivcrs,     far   up 

the  Ships         ,      ^  .  ^ 

are  built,    lu   thc  land.    It    may 
be   of  ufe  to  give  fome  fhort 

defcription 
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delcription  of  the  places,  where 
the  yards  either  arc,  or  have 
been  fettled. 

Stupena  is  a  fmall  town   on. 
the   river  Veronne,    a-    Stupena. 
bout  twenty  Englifh  miles  above 
Veronitz. 

Veronitz    is    another    fmall 

town,     lying   in    50    de-    Veronitz, 

grees  20  minutes  of  northern 
latitude,  and  in  63  degrees  lon- 
gitude, on  the  Veronne,  eight 
Englifh  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  where  it  falls  in- 
to the  Don.  In  1696,  the 
Q^  Czar 
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Czar     began   a    ftone     arfenal 
there,    to   preferve    all  manner 
of  ftores.      The  fliips  here,  and 
at  Stupena,   were   built  on  the 
land    on    launches,    but   could 
not  be  got  a-float  without  great 
difficulty,    nor    otherwife   than 
in  the  fpring,    to  remove  which 
inconveniency  a  fluice  and  work 
was  made  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  in    1702,    for  railing  and 
letting    off  the    water    at    any 
time   required ;    and     by     this 
means   fifteen   fhips    were   laid 
dry  on  the  land  to  be  refitted  in 
1703:    But  proper  care  not  be- 
ing 
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ing  taken  to  keep  the  fluices 
open  in  the  fpring,  when  the 
floods  came  down,  and  brought 
vaft  quantities  of  fand  wafhed 
off  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains, the  channel  began  to 
choak  up,  fcarce  fix  foot  of 
water  remaining  where  feven- 
teen    were  formerly. 

This  difappointment,  with 
the  bad  air,  the  ground  being 
marfhy,  and  the  people  fubjed: 
to  agues  in  the  fpring,  which 
has  carried  feveral  of  them  off, 
obliged  the  Czar  to  think  of 
removing  his  yards,  and  the 
Q^  2  river 
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river  being  viii ted  in  1705,  for 
a  proper  place  to  make  fome 
docks,  Taveroff  a  little  village 
fix  miles  lower  was  pitched  on 
by  the  High- Admiral  Apraxin, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all 
the  fhip-carpenters  and  fluice- 
makers,  who  reprefented  that  it 
was  impoilible  to  lay  any  foun- 
dation there,  which  conld  fe- 
cure  them  againfl:  the  force  of 
the  floods,  the  banks  being  a 
loofe  fand;  but  the  Admiral 
continuing  obftinate  for  fome 
private  intereft,  eight  docks 
were  begun  under  the  direction 

of 
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of  a  Polander,  Annifec  Miketo- 
wick,  1111706.  The  gates  and 
foundations  were  accordingly- 
blown  up  in  1707,  and  not- 
withftanding  all  poflible  care  and 
reparations,  met  the  fame  fate 
in  1708  :  In  the  fame  year 
however  pofitive  orders  being 
given  to  fet  up  four  eighty  gun 
fhips,  three  of  forty-eight,  and 
one  of  twenty-four  in  that  place, 
the  carpenters  refolved  to  open 
the  gates  in  the  floods  and  let 
in  the  water,  rather  than  have 
the  foundation  of  the  dock  tore 
up,    and    the    carcafles    of  the 

fhips 


1 1 8      A  ftimmary  Account 

fliips  fpoiled  at  the  fame  time, 
as  happened  to  one  the  year  be- 
fore :  This  occalions  a  great 
delay  of  near  lix  weeks  in  the 
fpring,  during  which  all  the 
men  lye  idle. 

The  Czar  being  convinced 
of  thefe  inconveniencies  in  1709, 
when  he  was  there  in  the  fpring, 
ordered  the  fhips  to  be  run  up 
with  plank,  until  they  could 
hold  w^ater,  and  then  to  aban- 
don the  work,  w^hich  had  coft 
above  one  hundred  and  iixty 
thoufand  dollars,  and  the  lives 
of  three  or  four  thoufand  men  ; 

and 
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and  a  new  work  is  begun  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Seriot,  which 
forms  a  fmall  lake  a  Httle  be- 
fore it  falls  into  the  Don,  about 
one  hundred  EngUfh  miles  be- 
low Veronitz  ;  and  an  .engineer 
is  already  ordered  thither,  to  lay 
out  the  plan  of  a  fortii&cation, 
the  place  being  on  the  y?^/>,  or 
defert,  expofed  to  the  rebellions 
of  the  Coffacks,  and  fudden  in- 
curlions  of  the  Tartars. 

The  river  Don  fprings  from 
the  Ivan   Ozero.    or    Rroer  Don^ 

St.   John's-fea,    in  the     andmtTanais, 

54th  degree   15    minutes,    and 

from 
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from  thence  runs  a  courfe  of  a- 
bout  five  hundred  EngHfh  miles 
to  Afoph,  a  httle  below  which 
place  it  falls  into  the  Palus 
Maeotis,  in  the  47  th  degree  20 
minutes.  The  Don  is  below 
Veronitz,  from  three  hundred 
to  fix  hundred  fathom  broad, 
and  deep  enough  from  the  mid- 
dle of  April  to  the  end  of  June 
for  fhips  of  burthen,  but  in  the 
other  months  the  water  is  fo 
low,  that  in  feveral  fhallows 
there  is  not  above  a  foot  and  a 
half  In  the  fpring  floods  this 
river  rifes  from  fixteen  to  eight- 
teen 
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teen  foot  perpendicular,  and  the 
current  is  very  rapid.  In  1 709, 
the  Czar  fet  out  from  Veronitz 
with  iix  brigantines  on  the  tenth 
of  April,  and  arrived  at  Afoph 
on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame 
month ;  two  men  of  war,  which 
were  carried  down  at  the  fame 
time,  got  thither  about  a  fort- 
night afterwards. 

Aibph  lies  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Don,  in  47  de-  Afiph. 
grees  27  minutes  latitude,  and 
64  degrees  32  minutes  longi- 
tude ;  it  was  taken  by  the  Cof- 
facks  in  1637,  who  continued 
R  mafters 
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mafters  of  the  place  till  1642, 
when  it  fell  to  the  Turks,  and 
remained  in  their  hands  till 
1696,  but  was  then  taken  by 
the  Czar;  the  fortifications  were 
new  modelled,  and  two  little 
fortrefTes  built  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Don.  This  haven  is  very 
inconvenient,  and  almofl:  im- 
prafticable  for  fhips  of  burthen  ; 
for  the  Don  dividing  into  feve- 
ral  branches,  the  currents  are 
not  ftrong  enough  to  clear  the 
mouths  of  the  river  from  the 
fands  which  choak  them  up, 
and  leave  not  above  fix  or  {zwzw 

foot 
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foot  of  water  in  moft  places,  fo 
that  the  men  of  war  can  only 
go  out  in  tlie  fpring  floods,  and 
then  mufl:  be  lightened  from 
their  artillery,  &^c,  or  when  vio- 
lent winds  have  fet  in  from  the 
fea  for  feveral  days  together, 
which  raife  the  water  to  a  very 
great  height,  as  generally  hap- 
pen in  autumn  in  the  Finnifh 
gulph. 

By  reafon  of  this  difficulty, 
the  Czar  was  obliged  Tagayirck, 
to  look  out  for  another  haven, 
and  pitched  on  a  nook  of  land 
which  runs  out  into  the  Palus 
R  2  Ma^otis, 
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Masotis,  to  the  weft  of  Afoph, 
where  he  built  a  very  good 
town,  regular  fortifications,  a 
large  mole  like  the  bafin  of 
Toulon,  and  for  the  greater  fe- 
curity,  a  redoubt  in  nature  of 
the  Riefbank  has  been  raifed  be- 
fore the  entrance.  V/hen  this 
work  was  begun,  the  harbour 
was  deep  enough  for  lliips  of 
force,  but  as  the  mole  was  car- 
ried on,  the  fands  increaPjd,  and 
now  a  fhip  of  fifty  guns  cannot 
go  in  or  out  without  camels,  as 
at  the  Pampus ;  fo  that  it  can- 
not ferve  for  a  retreat  from  an 

enemy,  or  in  bad  weather. 

The 
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The  Palus  Msotis  is  about 
three  hundred  Eng-  Pnius  Maotis. 
hfh  miles  long,  and  generally 
about  an  hundred  broad,  it  ebbs 
and  flows  as  the  Mediterranean, 
the  water  is  very  fhallow  to- 
wards the  lliores,  and  fubje6l  to 
great  ftorms,  and  fhort  waves. 

The  Czar's  fhips  for  the 
Baltick  are  built  at  Ladimpoh 
Ladinopok)  and  Olo-  Ohniiz, 
nitz,  or  Olonec,  villages  lying 
on  two  fmall  rivers  on  the 
north-eaft  fide  of  the  Ladoga- 
fea. 

At 
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At  Peterfburgh  there  is  a 
Teterfourgh,  little  yard,  where  all 
forts  of  boats  and  fmall  craft  are 
built,  and  fome  of  the  frigates 
are  repaired  :  This  is  the  Czar's 
favorite  town  and  haven,  built 
on  two  fmall  iflands  in  the  river 
Nieva,  which  is  there  large  and 
deep  enough  to  receive  lixty  gun 
fhips  clofe  to  the  walls  of  the 
fortrefs  :  The  foundation  of  this 
new  town  was  laid  foon  after 
the  taking  of  Nyenfchantz, 
which  the  Czar  demolifhed,  in 
hopes  it  might  one  day  prove  a 
fecond   Amfterdam  or  Venice; 

to 
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to  people  it  the  nobility  were 
ordered  to  remove  hither  from 
the  fartheft  part  of  the  country, 
though  with  no  fmall  difihculty, 
fince  the  climate  is  too  cold,  and 
the  ground  too  marfhy  to  furnifh 
the  conveniencies  of  life,  which 
are  all  brought  from  the  neigh- 
bouring countries ;  however,  the 
Czar  is  charmed  with  his  new 
produdion,  and  w^ould  loofe  the 
beft  of  his  provinces  fooner  than 
this  barren  corner.  The  for- 
trefs  is  built  on  a  feperate  ifland 
with  good  ftone  baflions  laid  on 
piles,  but  of  much  too  narrow  an 

extent 
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extent,  to  make  any  coniiderable 
defence,  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
The  floods  in  autumn  are  very 
inconvenient,  fometimes  riflng 
fuddenly  in  the  night  to  the 
hrfl:  floors,  fo  that  the  cattle  are 
often  fwept  away,  and  the  in- 
habitants fcarce  faved  by  their 
upper  ftories ;  on  which  account 
they  can  have  no  magazines  or 
cellars,  nor  is  the  ground  prac- 
ticable for  digging,  the  water 
coming  in  at  two  foot  depth ; 
the  river  is  feldom  or  never 
clear  of  the  ice  before  the  mid- 
dle of  May,  and  the  fhips  can- 
not 
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not  hold  the  fea  any  longer  than 
the  end  of  September,  without 
great  danger. 

At  Archangel,  the  royal  trans- 
port lies  in  very  good  Archangel. 
condition,  with  a  frigate  of  fix- 
teen  guns  and  another  of  twen- 
ty ;  fome  merchant  fhips  are 
built  almoft  yearly  here,  by  a 
Dutch  builder,  with  Ruffian 
carpenters  under  him. 

At  Cafan  about  forty  frigates 
from  eight  to  fourteen      Cafan, 
guns,   which  were   built  there, 

but  very  ill  proportioned,  lye 
rotting  on  the  fhore. 

S  Number 
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Number  of  SHIPS  on  the  DON  that 
are  finijhed: 

Guns. 
One  by  his  Czarilh  Majefty  of  80  decayed. 

Two  by  Mr.  Cofens  of  70 

Two  by  Mr.  Nye  of  yo 

Three  by  Mr.  Nye  of  50 

^wo  of  thefe  have  been  decayed  1 
and  are  repaired,  \ 

Two  by  the  Czar  of  50 

0)16  of  thefe    has  been   decayed^ 
the  other  has  been  repaired.  \ 

Two  Dutch  fhips  re-built  at  7    ^ 
Stupenaof  \^ 

One  by  Mr.  Nye  of  16 

The  lafl   in    imitation   of  ihel 
tranfport,  3 

In  ally       13. 

In    which    Mr.  Cofens    has 

been  employed  eight,    and  Mr. 

Nye  eleven  years. 

On 
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On  the  STOCKS  at  TOVAROFF. 

Guns. 
Two  by  Mr.  Cofens  of        80    , 

Two  by  Mr.  Nye  of  80 


The  frames  of  thefe  are  xip, 
but  on  reprefentation  of  their 
being  too  large,  only  one  is  to 
be  finifhed  for  a  trial. 

The  Czar  has  timber  lying 
ready  there  for  two  more  of 
eighty  guns ;  but  none  of  thefe 
will  carry  fo  many  guns  as 
they  are  rated  at,  by  fix  or  ten 
each. 

S  2  On 
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On  the  LAUNCHES  at  TOVAROFF. 

Two  by  Mr.  Cofens  of  48 

One  by  Mr.  Nye  of  48 

One  by  Mr.  Nye  of  24 

The  loft  is  defignedfor  a  battery  Jhip^  7 
to  carry  one  tire  cnly^  24  powiders.  \ 

Thefe  laft  iliips  now  in  hand 
are  to  be  built  on  cliefts,  for 
the  eafier  floating  them  down 
the  Don^  and  over  the  flats  at 
Afoph. 

On  the  Don  at  feveral  places, 
are  thirty-flx  fail  of  Dutch  fhips 
from  eighty  to  thirty  guns,  all 
rotten,  and  only  planked  on  the 
out-flde  to  keep  above  water  for 

a  fhow, 
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a  fhow,  but  as  the  new  {hips  can 
be  got  ready,  will  be  broke  up 
and  ufed  for  firing,  the  two  late- 
ly re-built  having  not  proved 
worth  the  expence  of  time  and 
charge. 

In  the  Palus  M^otis ;  at 
Afoph  are  two  men  of  war 
Britifh  built,  and  carried  down 
thither  in  1709;  the  reft  are 
brigantines  and  half  gallies. 

At  Taganrok  are  fix  or  [^vtn 
Dutch  built  fhips  quite  decayed ; 
two  are  ufed  evxry  year  to  fetch 
fait  from  one  of  the  iflands  in 
the  Palus  Ma^otis,    on  the  coaft 

of 
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of  Georgia,    and  are  all  fit  for 
no  other  fervice. 

The  dimenfions  of  die  eighty 
Dimenfans.  gun  flilps  are  fifty  feet 
broad,  and  one  hundred  and 
fixty-eight  feet  long,  and  feven- 
teen  feet  and  a  half  is  to  be  their 
greateft  draught  of  water ;  but 
they  being  built  too  fhallow  for 
the  length  and  breadth,  the  fhip- 
wrights  were  of  opinion,  their 
backs  would  be  in  danger  of 
breaking  in  bad  weather,  that 
they  had  not  hold  enough  in  the 
water  to  fave  themfelves  from  a 
lee-fliore,  and  were  of  too  great 

bulk 
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bulk  for  the  Pains  Mseotis.  The 
other  rates  are  after  the  fame 
proportion. 

All  the  fliips  by  the  fault  of 
the  timber,  fome  being  green, 
others  over-grown,  and  a  great 
part  cut  in  the  Spring  after  the 
fap  is  run  up,  which  makes  the 
wood  Ipungy,  moiftnefs  of  the 
air,  and  damps  of  the  earth, 
rot  as  fail  as  they  are  built  j  to 
prevent  which,  a  propofal  was 
made  by  Captain  Perry,  three 
years  ago,  to  lay  them  up  in  a 
dry  haven,  and  cover  them  with 
Iheds  J  the  timber  for  the  projed 

was 


136     A  Jiimmary  Account 

was  cut  down,  but  the  work 
not  yet  begun ;  a  copy  of  the 
propofal  was  fent  by  me  to  Great 
Britain  fome  time  ago. 

The    fleet     at    Peterfburgh, 
Ships  at      confifts  of  twelve  fri- 

fix  fire-fhips,  and  two  bomb- 
veffels,  befides  fmall  craft.  Of 
the  frigates  only  three  are  in 
a  condition  of  fervice,  the  reft 
being  decayed  will  fcarce  en- 
dure the  fea,  and  much  lefs  an 
engagement  before  they  are  re- 
built. 

At 
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At  Olonitz,  two  fliips  of 
hr  are  building  of  forty  guns, 
and  may  be  ready  this  fum- 
mer. 

At  Ladinople,  two  by  Mr. 
Brown  of  fifty  guns  were  to 
be  ready  the  laft  fummer,  the 
knee,  timbers,  ftem  and  fkern 
are  of  oak,  brought  from  Cafan 
by  land. 

One  fhip  of  eighty  guns  was 
to  be  fet  up  laft  year. 

T  All 
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All  the  other  fhips  at  Peterf- 
biirgh  and  Archangel  are  of 
fir,  thofe  at  Veronitz  and  Calan 
are  of  oak.  In  1710,  orders 
were  given  for  fitting  up  twenty - 
three  fail  of  fhips  on  the  Don, 
being  thofe  built,  or  building 
by  the  Engliili,  which  are  like 
to  be  the  main  force  of  the 
Czar's  fleet,  the  reft  being  fhow 
and  number. 

The  fleet  at  Peterfburgh  has 
^ca-Aden     ouly     hitlicrto     been 
Pcteiiburgh.  manned  in  any  toler- 
able  regularity ;     each    frigate 

there 
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there  had,  a  captain,  Heutenant, 
mafter,  boatfwain,  boatlwain's- 
mate,  feamen,  and  eighty  ma- 
rines; but  on  any  expedition 
they  were  always  re-inforced  by 
the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon. 

On     the    thirty-fix    fail    of 

Dutch    fhips    on    the      On  the  Don. 

Don  are  thirty-five  Dutch  offi- 
cers and  feamen,  and  about  two 
hundred  Ruffians. 

At  Taveroff,  are  about  fif- 
teen officers  and  feamen. 

T  2  At 
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At  Taganrok  is  Commodore 
Beckham,  an  Englifliman,  with 
about  three  foreign  officers  and 
feamen,  and  fixteen  Ruffians 
on  board  each  ffiip  :  When  the 
veffels  fail  for  fait,  they  are 
manned  by  the  foldiers  of  the 
garrifon. 

At  Archangel  was  a  Com- 
modore, a  Hollander  ;  the  fri- 
gates there  were  better  manned 
by  Ruffian  pilots  and  water- 
men, and  foreign  feamen, 
which  were  yearly    debauched 

out 
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out  of  the  fleets :   Tliefe  veflcls 
are  now  pirating  in  the  Baltick. 

A  fea  captain  has  thirty-nine 
rubles,  a  month  ;  a  Heu-  Fay, 
tenant  feventeen ;  an  under 
Heutenant  and  mafter  eleven : 
The  Ruilian  feamen  and  ma- 
rines are  paid  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing with  the  land  forces,  viz. 
each  man  a  tun  of  corn,  the 
eighth  part  of  a  tun  of  peafe  or 
oatmeal,  and  ten  pounds  of 
bacon,  a  mofith^  and  eleven  ru- 
bles a  year  in  money.  The  fo- 
reigners have  fomething  extraor- 
dinary for  their  encouragement. 

On 
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On  the  Don  are  three  yards 
on  the  following  eftablifhment. 

In  the  Firji  YARD. 


Yearly  Salary. 

Pounds  Ster,  Rubles* 

Mafter  Builder,  Rich.  Cofens, 

500     120 

Under  Mailer,  Hadley, 

roo     100 

Afliftant,  Rob.  Davenport, 

70       80 

Firft  Prentice,  Francis  Kitchen, 

182 

Second  Prentice,  Wm.  Snel-  ' 
grove,  fent  to  Peterjhurghy ,  \ 

130 

A  Dutch  Smith  for  the  fhip-  7 
work,                                  3 

260 

Five  hundred  Carpenters  and ") 

Labourers,    one   with  a-  r 

i^>59^ 

nother,                                J 

Totaly  670.   13,592. 


\7Z 
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In  the  Seco?id  YARD. 

Yearly  Ri<blfs. 

Mafter Builder,  The  CZAR,  at  500 

Under  Mailer,  Fedafee  Soltikoff,  1000 

Firft  Afliftant,  260 

Second  Affiftant,  260 

A  Dutch  Smith,  182 

Five  hundred  Carpenters,    (^c.  1 

as  in  the  Firft,  \  ^^'59 2 

"Totak  14^794- 

/;/  the  Third  YARD. 

Yearly  Salary. 
Pounds Jlcr.    Rtibhi. 
Mailer  Builder,  Henry  Nye,      250     100 

Under  Mailer,  Henry  Johnfon,  100  120 

AiTiilant,  Wm.  Gardner,  80  100 

Three  RuiTian  Prentices,  at? 

130  rubles  each,  5  ^^ 

A  Dutch  Smith,  2  60 

Five  hundred  Carpenters,  if^c.         1 2,592 


Total,  430.   I;;, 5 62. 
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Note^  The  men  dying  in  the 
yards,  and  their  places  not  be- 
ing fupphed,  no  yard  has  at 
prelent  above  two  hundred  men. 
The  Czar's  yard  for  thefe  three 
lafl:  years  has  only  built  brigan- 
tines  and  fmall  craft,  he  being 
in  the  army,  and  his  under 
mafter  at  Peterfburgh,  but  he 
regularly  receives  his  proportion 
of  timber,  by  lot,  with  the  reft, 
nor  will  he  fuffer  the  other  yards 
to  make  ufe  of  his  fluff,  but 
on  obligation  to  repay  him  the 
next  receipts.      He   allows   no 

foreigners 
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foreigners  to  work  in  his  yard, 
but  has  the  draughts  of  his  fhips 
from  the  Britifh  mafters. 

Mr.  Cofens  and  Nye  have  the 
infpeftion     of    the     Dutch  Ships, 
Dutch  fhips  on  the  Don,  which 
are  moft  decayed ;  under  them 
for  this  fervice  are, 

Yearly  Salary. 

Pounds Jier.    Ruhks. 
AfTiftant,  Henry  Bird,  100     120 

Prentice,  Leonard  Chapman,  182 

An  Italian  Calker,  260 

Three  hundred  Carpenters,  1  r   ^ 

Calkers  and  Labourers,      \  '^ 

TotaU  100.     7314. 

U  Ai 
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^/  ST  UP  EN  A,  to  take  care  of  the  old 
Butch  Ship  : 

Yearly  Salary. 

Poundsjier.    Rubles. 
A  Dutch  Builder,  220 

Under  him  a  few  men  taken  7 
out  of  the  other  yards.       \ 

For  building  and  taking  care  of 
the  GALLIES. 

Mafter  Builder,  a  Greek,  300 

His  Affiftant,  130 

Fifty  Carpenters,  ^  1 2 

Mafl-makers  and  other  Artificers, 


100     220 


Mafter  Maft-maker,   Henry  7 
Wright,  \ 

Two  Prentices,  at   120  ru-7  ^ 

bleseach,                           S  ^^'' 

Interpreter,  1 8 

Eighty  Carpenters,  1423 

Mafter 
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Yearly  Salary. 

Founds  J}  er.  Rubles. 

Mafler  Block-maker,  Baggs,     100  220 

Two  Afliflants,    at  195  ru-?  ^ 
bles  each,                            i 

One  hundred  Carpenters  and  1 

Turners.                             S  ^ 

Mafter  Carver,  Mansfeldt,  400 

Under  Carver,  a  Pole,  195 

Two  Afliftants,   at  195  ru-7 

bles  each,                            5  ^-^ 

Seventy  Men,  1533 
Mafter  Calker,  H.  Atherley,      50 

One  hundred  and  fifty  Calkers,  2737 
Mafter  Painter,  S.  Hopkins,      1 00 

Under  Painter,  aRuflian,  260 

Japanner,  Brunquafs,  325 

Joyner,  a  Swede,  6^ 

Mafter  Boat-builder,  a  Ruf^.  260 

Mafter  Sail-maker,  a  Rufs.  260 

Mafter  Sawyer,  a  Dutchman,  390 

Twenty  Men,  219 

U  2  All 
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All  the  Czar's  anchors  are 
made  at  Dobrove,  about  an 
hundred  Englifli  miles  from 
Veronitz,  nearer  Mofco. 

Pounds Jler, 
Mafter  Anchor-fmith,  R.  Halley,         150 

Under  Mafler,  Robert  Davies,  80 

Lock-fmith,  Thomas  Daniel,  100 

Smiths  and  Prentices  under  them. 

Purveyors  in  the  Woods. 

Yearly  Rubles, 
A  Dutchman,  260 

A  Greek,  who  has  been  in  England, }  ^^ 
chufes  good  timber,  3  " 

A  Greek,  who  fends  down  any  fluP//    ^ 
that  comes  to  hand,  i 

The  Labourers  are  Peafants,  obhged  to 

work  in  the  woods  for  nothing,    which 

hardfhip  has  made  fcveral  hundreds  defert 

the  country. 

Dock- 
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Tfarly  Rubles. 

Dock-builder,    Annifiee  Miketo- ? 

wick,    a  Pole,  i      700 

AfTiftant,  a  RuiTian,  260 

Two  hundred  Carpenters,  3^5^ 

Several  hundred  Labourers,  which  the 
neighbouring  provinces  are  obliged  to 
lend  in  by  turns,  and  furnifli  them  with 
bread  and  fubfiflance  for  fo  many  months. 

At  OLONITZ,    in  the  Ladoga-Sea. 

Yearly  Salary. 

Pounds  J}  er.     Rubles, 
Mailer  Builder,  Rich.  Brent,      200     150 

Afliftant,  Edward  Hill,  100     120 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  Car- 1  ^     ^ 

penters  and  Labourers,     S  ^ 

At   LADINOPLE. 
Mafler  Builder,  Brown,  150     100 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  Car-  ?  f)^   G 

penters  and  Labourers      3  ^ 

Mafler  Boat-builder,  Hunt,        150     100 

Mafler  Joyner,  Evans,  80 

Mafler  Carver,  Mallard,  80 

The 
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The  communications  which 
Connnunicat'lom    thc  Czar  has  ordcr- 

betwecn  the  r  t 

Do7i  and  iVoiga.  CQ  Dctween  feveral 
rivers,  with  a  profpedl  of  ad- 
vancing his  trade  and  fhipping, 
are  between  the  Don  and 
Wolga. 

This  paflage  was  firft  en- 
Bon  and  Wolga.  dcavourcd  to  bc  cut 
by  Sultan  SeUm,  for  the  better 
tranfportation  of  his  army  to 
Aftracan  and  the  Cafpian-fea 
againft  the  Perfians,  in  1560, 
but  his  defign  was  defeated  by 

the 
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the  continual  irruptions  of  tlie 
CofTacks  and  Ruffes.  This  en- 
terprize  lay  dead  till  about  1693, 
when  the  Czar  employed  an  en- 
gineer. Colonel  Breckel,  to  work 
on  the  communication,  but  be- 
ing very  ill  ufed  by  Prince  Boris 
Alexewitz  Galliczyn,  governor 
of  the  province,  who  openly 
oppofed  the  work,  and  who 
would  neither  furnifh  men  or 
materials  in  purfuance  of  the 
Czar's  orders,  the  engineer  to 
avoid  his  perfecution  fled  away 
to  Perlia.  In  1699,  another 
engineer,     Captain  Perry,     was 

employed 
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employed  in   this  fervice,     but 
met  with  the  fame  difcourage- 
ment  from  Prince   GaHczyn  as 
his  predeceffor,   notwithftanding 
which,    the  work  w^as  carried  on 
with  pretty  good  fuccefs  till  the 
end  of  December  1710,    when 
the  Czar  ordered    it  to  be  laid 
afide  till  after  the  war,    iince  he 
could  not  fo  well  fpare  the  num- 
ber of  men  required  in  the  pre- 
fent    juncture.        The    digging 
work    is    about    half    finifhed, 
twelve  thoufand  men  and  about 
five  years  time,  would  ferve  to 
perfeft  the  whole  j  the  channel 

was 
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was  to  be  large  and  deep  enough 
tor  fhips  of  eighty  guns  to  pafs  ; 
it  is  to  be  dug  through  near  three 
EngHfh  miles,  in  which  fpace 
there  is  a  large  mountain,  be- 
tween the  rivers  Lavala  and  Ca- 
inifhinka ;  the  firft  falls  into  the 
Don  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  Englifh  miles  from  the 
Canal,  and  the  laft  into  the 
Wolga,  about  nine  Englifh  miles 
from  the  Canal  j  iix  fluices  are 
begun  but  none  finifhed,  and 
iix  more  are  to  be  made  in  the 
Camifhinka :  In  all  from  the 
Lavala  to  the  place  where  the 
X        Camifhinka 


154     A  ftim7nary  Account 

Camifliinka  falls  into  the  Wolga, 
are  fixty-two  thoufand  three 
hundred  Englifli  feet. 

The  fecond  communication 
t)on  and  Occa.  is  by  a  caual  near  the 
Ivan  Ozero,  between  a  branch 
of  the  river  Don  and  the  Tula, 
which  falls  into  the  Occa :  This 
work  is  above  eight  Englifh 
miles  long,  and  has  feveral  ftone 
fluices,  though  not  quite  brought 
to  perfeftion,  and  is  only  de- 
figned  for  a  paffage  for  large 
boats. 

The 
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The  third  communication   is 

between  the    Wolga     jy^^^^  ^^^^ 

and  the  Wolchow,  a     ^'^'s^-^^^^ 

river  which  runs  by  Novogrod 

and  falls   into  the  Ladoga-fea: 

This   canal  is  cut  near  Wifnei 

Woloczok,  I  think  not  above  an 

Englifh    mile   long,    and   quite 

finifhed,    a  mathematician  w^as 

fent  down  this  fpring  to  take  an 

exadl  furvey  of  it  and  the  upper 

parts  of  the  two  rivers ;    and 

another  engineer  was  at  the  fame 

time    difpatched    to    view    the 

rivers  about  the  Biel  Ozora,  and 

■  X  2  other 
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other  lakes,  to  fee  whether  he 
cannot  find  a  more  convenient 
paffage  into  the  Ladoga-fea ; 
the  river  Wolchow  below  No- 
vogrod  having  two  or  three  dan- 
gerous falls.  This  communica- 
tion feems  to  be  more  for  cu- 
riofity  than  ufe,  for  the  frigates 
now  bringing  from  Cafan,  have 
been  three  years  in  their  paflage ; 
they  are  frozen  up  the  fix  win- 
ter months ;  during  the  fpring 
floods  for  five  or  fix  weeks  it  is 
fcarce  pofiible  for  them  to  mount 
the  Wolga  againft  the  current; 
to\\ards  the  autumn  the  waters 


are 
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are  very  low,  and  they  are  often 
forced  to  warp  round  the  pointy 
of  land  and  fand  banks :  This 
laft  winter  a  carpenter  was  fent 
to  cut  down  oak  for  fix  fifty-gun 
fhips  at  Cafan,  the  timbers  were 
to  be  rough  hewn  there,  and 
tranfported  in  flat  bottom  boats 
to  Peterfburgh ;  by  the  time 
thefe  will  be  on  the  road,  it  will 
be  certainly  known  whether  this 
communication  can  be  of  any 
ufe  to  commerce. 

Thefe    obfervations    on    the 
ftate     of  Ruflia    are     Condufton, 
all  that  occur  to  me  as  neceflary, 

till 
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till  the  influence  of  this  nation 
in  the  prefent  war,  and  it's 
fhare  in  the  general  affairs  of 
Europe,  makes  this  country 
better  known  to  ftrangers. 


ERRATA,  page  90,  line  3,  under  the 
article  of  the  Chinefe  trade,  for  two  or 
three  hundred  rubles.  Read,  two  or 
three  hundred  thoufand  rubies,  ^c. 
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